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Announcing the latest addition to the series of . . . 


Public Papers of the Presidents 
of the United States 


RICHARD NIXON, 1970 


The volume contains public messages and statements, verbatim transcripts of 
the President’s news conferences, and other selected papers released by the White 
House from January | through December 31, 1970. 

In the Foreword to the book President Nixon writes, ““The story of the year, 
for me and for the administration team working with me, was above all a story of 
building for peace. Peace, we believed from the beginning, does not come to the 
passive; and so we pressed on through 1970 with a determination that the United 
States should act creatively, not merely react reflexively, on the world stage.” 

Among the items that are a part of the record for 1970 are addresses to the 
Nation on progress toward peace in Vietnam and in Southeast Asia; reports on the 
Cambodian sanctuary operation; speeches made by the President during his five- 
nation European tour; and the President’s television interview on foreign policy 
with representatives of the three major networks. 

The 1305-page clothbound volume, fully indexed, is available to the public 
at $15.75 per copy. 

Similar volumes are available covering the Administrations of Presidents 
Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson, and the first year of President 
Nixon. 

All volumes in the “Public Papers” series are sold by the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. Distribution 
for official use is governed by the provisions of sections 32.15-32.19 of Title 1 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations. 
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pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Register Act 

« . (49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under regulations 

Pre Ay) a. en [i a ] Do Cum en t AY prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal Reg- 

ister, approved by the President (30 F.R. 9573; 1 CFR Part 32). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Documents, 

% P Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. The 

Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents will be furnished 

National Archives and Records Service, General Services Adminis- —_ by mail to subscribers for $9.00 per year, payable to the Superin- 
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dential Documents contains statements, messages and other Presi- 


u n 1 . ¢ D.C. 20402. The charge for a single copy is 25 cents. c 
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Heroin Maintenance Programs 


The President’s Letter to Representative Peter A. Peyser 
Supporting Legislation To Prevent Implementation of 
Heroin Maintenance Programs. Dated August 18, 
1972. Released August 20, 1972 


Dear Pete: 

I was greatly heartened to learn of the measure you just 
introduced in the House to prevent the implementation 
of heroin maintenance programs in the United States. 
Your bill reflects the very significant study and service 
you are giving the nation in our fight against drug abuse. 

The concept of heroin maintenance represents a con- 
cession to weakness and defeat in the drug abuse struggle, 
a concession which would surely lead to the erosion of our 
most cherished values for the dignity of man. Heroin 
maintenance would condemn an undetermined number 
of our citizens, desperately in need of help, to a lifetime 
of degradation and addiction at the very time when other, 
more positive methods of treatment and rehabilitation are 
rapidly becoming available throughout the country. 

As we know, the Federal Government has initiated a 
series of bold programs to combat drug abuse, designed to 
help bring about a lasting solution to the drug problem in 
America. Our vastly expanded enforcement and diplo- 
matic efforts are beginning to take effect. Federal re- 
sources are being focused on the expansion and 
improvement of established systems to meet the growing 
demands for voluntary treatment, and significant research 
is now underway to develop non-addictive drugs for such 
treatment. Heroin maintenance would not only under- 
mine these substantial programs but, perhaps even more 
importantly, would not offer any prospect for a lasting 
solution to the addiction problem. 

The bill you have introduced to prevent implementa- 
tion of heroin maintenance programs has my full support. 
I hope that you, as Chairman of the Congressional Ad 
Hoc Committee Against Heroin Maintenance, will take 
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all possible steps to ensure its prompt enactment by the 
Congress and that you will keep me apprised of what 
actions we might jointly take to expedite consideration 
and passage of this vital legislation. 

As I have often stated, drug abuse—especially the terri- 
ble scourge of heroin addiction—is this nation’s Public 
Enemy Number One. We have a solemn obligation to 
ourselves and to our children to rid drug addiction from 
America, and I am confident that with measures such 
as you have proposed, we will be victorious in this all- 
important battle. 

With every good wish, 

Sincerely, 
RicHarp NIxon 


[Honorable Peter A. Peyser, House of Representatives, Washington, 
D.C. 20515.] 


NOTE: The text of the President’s letter was made available by 
the White House Press Office. It was not issued in the form of a 
White House press release. 


Disaster Assistance Supplemental 
Appropriations 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill To 
Provide for Supplemental Appropriations 
Following Tropical Storm Agnes and 

South Dakota Flood. August 20, 1972 


It gives me special satisfaction today to sign H.R. 
16254, the last of the three emergency measures I recom- 
mended to the Congress in mid-July for relief and recovery 
in areas devastated by Tropical Storm Agnes and by the 
flooding of Rapid City, South Dakota. 

On August 3 I signed H.R. 15950 covering reconstruc- 
tion of highways. On August 16 I signed H.R. 15692, 
providing major changes in the disaster loan terms and 
assistance to private, non-profit educational institutions. 
These measures, together with existing laws, provided the 
needed authorities to cope with the massive effort of relief 
and recovery that is now underway. 
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H.R. 16254 adds the necessary additional funds to go 
with those already being used to give financial substance 
to the programs now authorized. This supplemental 
appropriation totals almost $1.6 billion, the largest single 
appropriation for a disaster relief in our history. The lion’s 
share of the funds—some $1.3 billion—are for disaster 
loans to help the victims rebuild their homes, restore their 
farms, and reopen their businesses. Some $200 million is 
added to almost $300 million already available in my 
Disaster Relief Fund to rebuild and restore public facili- 
ties, to provide temporary housing, and for other au- 
thorized relief programs. Smaller but also important 
amounts are provided for repair and accelerated flood 
prevention work by the Corps of Engineers and for re- 
covery projects through the Economic Development Ad- 
ministration and the Appalachian Regional Commission. 

The needed authorities are in place and the added 
financial resources are now available. We have in hand 
the necessary Federal tools to continue the enormous 
undertaking of recovery in concert with the people and 
the local and State governments. We must also continue 
the hard work of all to use these tools wisely, quickly, 
and well. ‘4 

The job yet ahead requires persistence, courage, and 
cooperation. I know the citizens of the badly damaged 
communities have all of these. I am determined that the 
Federal officials responsible for implementing the Federal 
relief and recovery programs will match them. I have and 
will continue to keep in close touch with these efforts. 
My personal representative to the Pennsylvania disaster 
area—Frank Carlucci, Deputy Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget—reports to me that the Federal 
programs have gained momentum and progress is evident 
on all fronts. With everyone working together—with the 
determined spirit of the people, leadership from State and 
local government, and effective use of Federal programs 
now provided by the Congress—I am convinced that the 
hard-hit communities can be brought back better than 
ever. 


note: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 16254) is Public Law 92-393, 
approved August 20, 1972. 


United States Tax Court 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Darrell D. Wiles To Be a Judge. 
August 21, 1972 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Darrell D. Wiles, of St. Louis, Mo., to be a Judge of 
the United States Tax Court for a term of 15 years after 
he takes office. Mr. Wiles is currently a member of the 
law firm of Wiles and Giljum in St. Louis. He will succeed 


Graydon G. Withey who retired effective June 1, 1972, 
after serving on the Tax Court for 20 years. 

Mr. Wiles was born September 14, 1914, in Fraser, 
Iowa. He was educated at the State University of Iowa, 
earning a B.A. degree in 1938 and a J.D. degree in 1940. 

From 1944 to 1948, Mr. Wiles was a Special Attorney 
in the Office of the Chief Counsel, Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice. He has been in St. Louis since 1948, as a tax partner 
with the firm of Lewis, Rice, Tucker, Allen and Chubb 
until 1969, when he started his own firm. 

Mr. Wiles has been admitted to practice before the 
Supreme Court of the United States, the U.S. Court of 
Claims, and the U.S. Tax Court, and is a member of the 
American, Missouri, and St. Louis Bar Associations, He is 
active in the tax activities of those bar associations, has 
written a number of tax articles, and has spoken at major 
tax conferences across the country. 


Designation of Certain Officers to Act 
as Secretary of the Treasury 


Executive Order 11680. August 21, 1972 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 3347 
of title 5 and section 301 of title 3 of the United States 
Code, and as President of the United States, it is ordered 
as follows: 

SecTION 1. In case of the death, resignation, absence, 
or sickness of the Secretary of the Treasury and the Deputy 
Secretary of the Treasury, the following officers of the 
Treasury Department shall, in the order of the successsion 
indicated, act as Secretary of the Treasury until a suc- 
cessor is appointed or until the absence or sickness of the 
incumbent shall cease: 

1. Under Secretary for Monetary Affairs. 

2. Under Secretary (or Counselor) . 

3. General Counsel. 

4. The Assistant Secretaries and the Deputy Under 
Secretaries of the Treasury (a) in such order of succession 
as the Secretary of the Treasury may by order fix from 
time to time, or (b) if no order of succession is so fixed at 
the time, then in the order in which they have taken 
office as Assistant Secretary or Deputy Under Secretary, 
as the case may be. 

Sec. 2. Executive Order No. 10941 of May 15, 1961, 
entitled “Designation of Certain Officers to Act as Sec- 
retary of the Treasury”, is hereby revoked. 

RicHaRD NIXON 
The White House 
August 21, 1972 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 2:45 p.m., 
August 21, 1972] 
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Leif Erikson Day, 1972 


Proclamation 4146. August 21, 1972 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

In the year 1000, Norse explorer Leif Erikson braved 
the then uncharted waters of the North Atlantic to reach 
the New World’s shores. He and his small band exhibited 
through their explorations a spirit of adventure and cour- 
age which overcame the fears binding so many of their 
fellow Europeans to the Old World. 

Now, more than nine hundred years later, we must 
summon those same qualities to aid us in meeting the 
challenges of this world and exploring the unknown of 
outer space. It is most appropriate that we give national 
recognition to Leif Erikson, and I am happy to comply 
with the request of the Congress of the United States, in 
a joint resolution approved September 2, 1964 (78 Stat. 
849), that the President proclaim October 9 in each year 
as Leif Erikson Day. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nixon, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate 
Monday, October 9, 1972, as Leif Erikson Day; and I 
direct the appropriate Government officials to display 
the flag of the United States on all Government buildings 
that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to honor 
the memory of Leif Erikson on that day by holding appro- 
priate exercises and ceremonies in suitable places across 
our land. 

In Witness WuerEorF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-first day of August, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-two, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-seventh. 

RicHarp Nixon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 2:45 p.m., 
August 21, 1972] 


Non-Official Employment of Officers 
or Employees of the American 
Government 


Executive Order 11681. August 21, 1972 


Revoxinc Executive Orper No. 5221 or Novemser 11, 
1929, ESTABLISHING A LIMITATION ON Non-OFFICIAL 
EMPLOYMENT OF OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES OF THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States, Executive Order No. 5221 of Novem- 


ber 11, 1929, entitled “Limitation on non-official Employ- 
ment of Officers or Employees of the American Govern- 
ment”, is hereby revoked. 
RicHarp Nixon 

The White House 

August 21, 1972 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 3:58 pm, 

August 21, 1972] 


NOTE: Executive Order 11681 was not issued in the form of a 
White House press release. 


Arrival at Miami, Florida 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at Miami 
International Airport To Attend the Republican 
National Convention. August 22, 1972 


Mayor Kennedy, Mrs. Kennedy, all of the distinguished 
guests who have come here to welcome us: 

I was under some illusion that the convention was 
downtown. I thank you so much for bringing the conven- 
tion here to this airport. This brings back some memories 
to me because 4 years ago I arrived in Miami to attend 
another convention—and we won in November. 

(Crowd chanting: “Four More Years’) 

Well, I don’t know anybody who has a better idea. 

I do want you to know that as we stand here, while I 
have not attended the convention, because that is, of 
course, the custom, that candidates do not attend the con- 
vention until they are nominated, and I really should not 
be here now—but I think I am going to be nominated to- 
night, I think so; and so is Vice President Agnew, he is 
going to be nominated, too, but we do not attend until 
then—TI want you to know that I have had the oppor- 
tunity to see much of the convention on television. 

I want to thank you first for the tribute you paid to my 
wife, Pat. I know that out here are so many young people 
who probably are thinking that one day they are going to 
be standing in the place that I am standing. I will just give 
you a little free advice: The first thing you have got to do 
is marry above yourself. Then you will do pretty well in 
politics. 

I wrote a book after the 1960 campaign. It was about 
some of the problems I had had during my political career. 
I had to dedicate it to somebody, and I dedicated it “To 
Pat. She Also Ran.” And I know that the tribute you paid 
to her she appreciated—Tricia and Julie and Ed and 
David, all of us. But I appreciated it very much because 
she is a great campaigner and she is representative of the 
role that women have played in this Administration. Let 
me say in that connection, I am very proud of the fact that 
we have more women in places of responsibility never be- 
fore held by women, than in any Administration in 
history. 
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(Crowd chanting: “We Want Pat”) 

You can’t have her. I’ve got to keep her. 

Now, could I add one other word? I know that you are 
going to have to be exposed to my speech tomorrow night, 
and I do not want to impose it on you now, but I do want 
you to know that I see that there are a great number of 
young people here. I hope to address some of you when 
you are in the hall tomorrow night. But I would like to say 
a word to you just now: Based on what I have seen on 
television at this convention, based on the reception that I 
see and feel here today, those who have predicted that the 
other side is going to win the young voters are simply 
wrong. We are going to win them. 

If I could put that in the proper context, I want you 
to know that as young people, as new voters, for the first 
time in history you are going to play a role in electing the 
next President of the United States. You, as young voters, 
I know, find this exciting. 

I know, too, that when the election is over, particularly 
when we win the election, as we hope we will win it, you 
will feel very, very cheered up by that and you will want to 
go on in political life. But I want you to know what your 
participation in this campaign, what your enthusiasm, 
what your hard work means to me. I will tell you what it 
means : 


Of course we want your votes. We want them very 
much because your votes could make the difference. And 
we are going to work for them; we are going to talk to you; 
we are going to work with you; but we also want some- 
thing else. We want an Administration after the election, 
in the next 4 years, in which we can be worthy of the en- 
thusiasm and the trust and the hopes and the ideals of 
young Americans. 


As I look at your faces, I know what you want. I know 
that you are filled with the desire to find America at peace 
in the world, not just a temporary but a lasting peace. And 
you want this country to be one of great opportunity for 
yourselves, for your children, for all Americans. All of 
these things you want, and you want to work for that. You 
want to participate. You don’t want to be put off, and 
shunted off on the sideline. In a campaign you just don’t 
want to just blow up the balloons and carry the banners. 
You want to participate, and you are going to. 

So I will simply say to all of you, young and old, who are 
here today: The welcome you have given us is one that we 
will always remember, and I also assure you that we will 
try to be worthy of your hopes, your ideals, the very best 
that is in you in those next 4 years that you are going to 
make possible. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. 


Young Voters Rally 


The President’s Remarks at Miami Marine Stadium 
Following His Nomination by the Convention. 
August 22, 1972 


Pam Powell, Sammy Davis, all of those who have enter- 
tained here so splendidly at this program, I understand 
earlier, and to all of you who are attending this Young 
Voters Rally: 

As I was driving over here from my home in Key Bis- 
cayne—as you know it is the custom that anyone who is 
nominated for the Presidency does not appear at the con- 
vention until after the nomination and consequently, I 
have not been there except to see it on television—but as I 
was driving over, the thought occurred to me that this was 
one of those moments in history that has never happened 
before and that will never happen again. 

I do not mean by that that I have not been nominated 
before. As a matter of fact, I was nominated in 1952 and 
*56, for Vice President and I have twice had the honor of 
being nominated for President and tonight makes it the 
third time. 

Now, to put this all in the historical context, all of you 
know that this is the first time in the 195-year proud his- 
tory of America that young voters 18 to 21 are going to 
participate in the election decision. And I believe that it is 
particularly appropriate that the first appearance of the 
President of the United States, after his nomination, be 
made before first voters who are voting as you are. 

Now as I was coming in, I was stopped by one of the 
fine television commentators, a commentator for the ABC 
network, and he asked me—as we were trying to talk over 
the rather, shall we say, quiet audience at the moment— 
he asked me what was going to happen to the youth vote. 

He said he was beginning to wonder whether I had 
concluded that perhaps the estimates that the youth vote 
was just automatically going to go to our opponents might 
be a little high. I can say this, and I want to give you an 
answer that I want you to think about a bit. I don’t think 
the youth vote is in anybody’s pocket. I don’t think it 
ever will be. I think young people are not likely to vote 
party label. I think they are going to vote what they be- 
lieve in. They are going to be independent. I think the 
young people of America are going to listen to both candi- 
dates. They are casting their first vote, they want it to be a 
good vote. 

We have just as good a shot at it as the other side 
and we are going to get it—with your help. 

Now, I want to express appreciation to all of the celebri- 
ties—that is the word we use for them, for Sammy Davis, 
Jr., and the marvelous groups that you have been hearing 
here, to Pam Powell—and I want to ask all of you to 
realize what it means for them to be here. 

Now, my business is the business of politics. It is a very 
honored business. I hope lots of you get into it, maybe full 
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time. But I want you to know that when you are in poli- 
tics you assume—you have to under our system—that 
what you are trying to do is to get somewhat over half 
the vote and the other man, or woman, as the case might 
be, is going to get somewhat less than half. 

Now, in show business, which -is Sammy Davis, Jr.’s 
business, and the business of others who are here, they are 
not trying to get half; they are trying to please everybody. 
So you see, when somebody in show business comes and 
participates in a political rally, he or she is doing some- 
thing that is a very great personal sacrifice and even a per- 
sonal risk. 

I heard on Monday night one of the television commen- 
tators question Sammy Davis, Jr., when he was sitting 
there with Mrs. Nixon in the Presidential box. He pointed 
out what I have known and what Sammy Davis, of course, 
quickly agreed with, that he had been a very enthusiastic 
supporter of President Kennedy when we ran against each 
other in 1960. He said he was still a very good friend of 
the Kennedy family. Then the commentator said, “What 
is your reaction, Sammy, to the fact that many people who 
have been your friends and your supporters, perhaps many 
who think you are great in show business, think maybe 
that you have turned against them and that you have done 
so”—as he put it—‘“‘you have sort of sold out because you 
were invited to the White House to see the President?” 

Well, just let me give you the answer. You aren’t going 
to buy Sammy Davis, Jr., by inviting him to the White 
House. You are going to buy him by doing something for 
America and that is what we are doing. 

When Sammy and I and his wife were chatting there 
that day, I want you to know it was one of the most mov- 
ing experiences for me and I hope it was for him. We 
talked about our backgrounds. We both came from rather 
poor families. We both have done rather well. (Laughter) 

I know Sammy is a member of the other party. I didn’t 
know, when I talked to him, what he would be doing in 
this election campaign. But I do know this. I want to make 
this pledge to Sammy. I want to make it to everybody here, 
whether you happen to be black or white, or young or old 
and all of those who are listening. I believe in the Ameri- 
can dream. Sammy Davis believes in it. We believe in it 
because we have seen it come true in our own lives. 

But I can assure you, my friends, that the American 
dream can’t be fully realized until every person in this 
country has an equal chance to see it come true in his life. 

Today I pledge to you we have worked toward that goal 
over the past 4 years, we are going to work toward it over 
the next four years. And I want you to know that we are 
grateful for the celebrities who have stuck their necks 
out—stuck their necks out, taken the chance, as they have, 
that they might lose some support, because they realize it is 
important to get into a campaign that affects their future 
and the future of their country and the future of their 
children. 

Now, I would like to just close on one note about you. 
This is your first election campaign. It will not be your last. 


I know that many of you will go into public service. I 
hope all of you will continue to participate in politics. 

As you go along, some of you will go into business. Some 
of you may go into show business. Some of you may go 
into some other kind of activity where somebody is going 
to come up to you one election year and say, “Stay out of 
the campaign because you might risk some money, you 
might risk some customers or clients or whatever the case 
might be.” 

And I just want to urge you, don’t ever do that because 
what you do for America is more important than anything 
you do for yourself. That is what really counts. 

I want all of you, the young voters of America listening 
here and those who might be listening on television now, 
simply to know this: I have been trying to work for your 
future. We have had some disappointments, but we have 
had some successes and I am going to talk about both to- 
morrow as I make the acceptance speech. 

But should the opportunity come to serve 4 more years, 
I am not going to be resting on what we have done in the 
past. I am going to be thinking of these wonderful young 
faces I see out here, your enthusiasm, your idealism, your 
hard work. This is your first vote and years from now I just 
hope you can all look back and say it was one of your best 
votes. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 p.m. 


Disaster Assistance for West Virginia 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Assistance Following Heavy 


Rains. August 23, 1972 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of West Virginia. Beginning on August 18, 1972, 
heavy rains of up to 13 inches caused severe flooding on 
the Guyandotte River and its tributaries in a four-county 
area of southwestern West Virginia. The President’s ac- 
tion will permit the use of Federal funds in relief and re- 
covery efforts. 

In his request for a Presidential declaration, West Vir- 
ginia Governor Arch A. Moore, Jr., advised the President 
that estimates of damage to public and private property 
exceeded $6,900,000. Federal disaster assistance from the 
President’s Disaster Fund will consist primarily of repair 
and restoration of public facilities. The Small Business Ad- 
ministration and the Farmers Home Administration an- 
ticipate making long-term, low-interest-rate disaster loans 
available under the recently enacted Disaster Recovery 
Act of 1972, Public Law 92-385. 

The President declared a major disaster for West Vir- 
ginia on February 27, 1972, enabling the use of Federal 
funds for relief and recovery measures in the wake of 
heavy rains and flooding in the Buffalo Creek area of the 
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State. He again declared a major disaster on July 3, 1972, in Philadelphia, Pa., have been in the area working under 
due to severe storms and flooding associated with Tropical Francis X. Carney, Regional Director. Mr. Richard E. 
Storm Agnes. Sanderson has been designated as the Federal Coordinat- 
Federal relief activities in West Virginia are being co- _ing Officer to work with the State in providing Federal 
ordinated by the President’s Office of Emergency Pre- _ disaster assistance under Public Law 91-606. 
paredness. Disaster specialists from OEP’s Region 3 Office NoTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. 
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1972 REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION 
The President’s Remarks Accepting the Nomination. August 23, 1972 


Mr. Chairman, delegates to this convention, my fellow Americans: 

Four years ago, standing in this very place, I proudly accepted your 
nomination for President of the United States. 

With your help and with the votes of millions of Americans, we won 
a great victory in 1968. 

Tonight, I again proudly accept your nomination for President of 
the United States. 

Let us pledge ourselves to win an even greater victory this November 
in 1972. 

I congratulate Chairman Ford. I congratulate Chairman Dole, 
Anne Armstrong, and the hundreds of others who have laid the founda- 
tion for that victory by their work at this great convention. 

Our platform is a dynamic program for progress for America and 
for peace in the world. 

Speaking in a very personal sense, I express my deep gratitude to this 
convention for the tribute you have paid to the best campaigner in the 
Nixon family—my wife Pat. In honoring her, you have honored millions 
of women in America who have contributed in the past and will contrib- 
ute in the future so very much to better government in this country. 

Again, as I did last night, when I was not at the convention, I ex- 
press the appreciation of all of the delegates and of all America for letting 
us see young America at its best at our convention. As I express my ap- 
preciation to you, I want to say that you have inspired us with your 
enthusiasm, with your intelligence, with your dedication at this conven- 
tion. You have made us realize that this is a year when we can prove 
the experts’ predictions wrong, because we can set as our goal winning 
a majority of the new voters for our ticket this November. 

I pledge to you, all of the new voters in America who are listening 
on television and listening here in this convention hall, that I will do 
everything that I can over these next 4 years to make your support be 
one that you can be proud of, because, as I said to you last night, and I 
feel it very deeply in my heart: Years from now I want you to look back 
and be able to say that your first vote was one of the best votes you ever 
cast in your life. 

Mr. Chairman, I congratulate the delegates to this convention for 
renominating as my running-mate the man who has just so eloquently 
and graciously introduced me, Vice President Ted Agnew. 

I thought he was the best man for the job 4 years ago. 

I think he is the best man for the job today. 

And I am not going to change my mind tomorrow. 
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Finally, as the Vice President has indicated, you have demonstrated 
to the Nation that we can have an open convention without dividing 
Americans into quotas. 

Let us commit ourselves to rule out every vestige of discrimination in 
this country of ours. But my fellow Americans, the way to end discrimi- 
nation against some is not to begin discrimination against others. 

Dividing Americans into quotas is totally alien to the American 
traditions. 

Americans don’t want to be part of a quota. They want to be part 
of America. This Nation proudly calls itself the United States of America. 
Let us reject any philosophy that would make us the divided people of 
America. 

In that spirit, I address you tonight, my fellow Americans, not as a 
partisan of party, which would divide us, but as a partisan of principles 
which can unite us. 

Six weeks ago our opponents at their convention rejected many of 
the great principles of the Democratic Party. To those millions who have 
been driven out of their home in the Democratic Party, we say come 
home. We say come home not to another party, but we say come home 
to the great principles we Americans believe in together. 

And I ask you, my fellow Americans, tonight to join us not in a 
coalition held together only by a desire to gain power. I ask you to join 
us as members of a new American majority bound together by our 
common ideals. 

I ask everyone listening to me tonight—Democrats, Republicans, 
Independents, to join our new majority—not on the basis of the party 
label you wear in your lapel, but on the basis of what you believe in your 
hearts. 

In asking for your support I shall not dwell on the record of our 
Administration which has been praised perhaps too generously by others 
at this convention. 

We have made great progress in these past # years. 

It can truly be said that we have changed America and that America 
has changed the world. As a result of what we have done, America today 
is a better place and the world is a safer place to live in than was the case 
4 years ago. 

We can be proud of that record, but we shall never be satisfied. A 
record is not something to stand on; it is something to build on. 

Tonight I do not ask you to join our new majority because of what 
we have done in the past. I ask your support of the principles I believe 
should determine America’s future. 

The choice in this election is not between radical change and no 
change. The choice in this election is between change that works and 
change that won’t work. 

I begin with an article of faith. 

It has become fashionable in recent years to point up what is wrong 
with what is called the American system. The critics contend it is so 
unfair, so corrupt, so unjust, that we should tear it down and substitute 
something else in its place. 

I totally disagree. I believe in the American system. 

I have traveled to 80 countries in the past 25 years, and I have seen 
Communist systems, I have seen Socialist systems, I have seen systems 
that are half Socialist and half free. 
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Every time I come home to America, I realize how fortunate we are 
to live in this great and good country. 

Every time I am reminded that we have more freedom, more op- 
portunity, more prosperity than any people in the world; that we have 
the highest rate of growth of any industrial nation; that Americans have 
more jobs at higher wages than in any country in the world; that our rate 
of inflation is less than that of any industrial nation; that the incom- 
parable productivity of America’s farmers has made it possible for us 
to launch a winning war against hunger in the United States; and that 
the productivity of our farmers also makes us the best fed people in the 
world with the lowest percentage of the family budget going to food of 
any country in the world. 

We can be very grateful in this country that the people on welfare 
in America would be rich in most of the nations of the world today. 

Now, my fellow Americans, in pointing up those things, we do not 
overlook the fact that our system has its problems. 

Our Administration, as you know, has provided the biggest tax cut 
in history, but taxes are still too high. 

That is why one of the goals of our next Administration is to reduce 
the property tax which is such an unfair and heavy burden on the poor, 
the elderly, the wage earner, the farmer, and those on fixed incomes. 

As all of you know, we have cut inflation in half in this Administra- 
tion, but we have got to cut it further. We must cut it further so that we 
can continue to expand on the greatest accomplishment of our new eco- 
nomic policy: For the first time in 5 years wage increases in America are 
not being eaten up by price increases. 

As a result of the millions of new jobs created by our new economic 
policies, unemployment today in America is less than the peacetime 
average of the sixties, but we must continue the unparalleled increase 
in new jobs so that we can achieve the great goal of our new prosperity— 
a job for every American who wants to work, without war and without 
inflation. The way to reach this goal is to stay on the new road we have 
charted to move America forward and not to take a sharp detour to the 
left, which would lead to a dead end for the hopes of the American 
people. 

This points up one of the clearest choices in this campaign. Our 
opponents believe in a different philosophy. 

Theirs is the politics of paternalism, where master planners in 
Washington make decisions for people. 

Ours is the politics of people—where people make decisions for 
themselves. 

The proposal that they have made to pay $1,000 to every person in 
Amcrica insults the intelligence of the American voters. 

Because you know that every politician’s promise has a price—the 
taxpayer pays the bill. 

The American people are not going to be taken in by any scheme 
where Government gives money with one hand and then takes it away 
with the other. 

Their platform promises everything to everybody, but at an in- 
creased net in the budget of $144 billion, but listen to what it means to 
you, the taxpayers of the country. That would mean an increase of 50 
percent in what the taxpayers of America pay. I oppose any new spend- 
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ing programs which will increase the tax burden on the already 
overburdened American taxpayer. 

And they have proposed legislation which would add 82 million 
people to the welfare rolls. 

I say that instead of providing incentives for millions of more Ameri- 
cans to go on welfare, we need a program which will provide incentives 
for people to get off of welfare and to get to work. 

We believe that it is wrong for anyone to receive more on welfare 
than for someone who works. Let us be generous to those who can’t work 
without increasing the tax burden of those who do work. 

And while we are talking about welfare, let us quit treating our 
senior citizens in this country like welfare recipients. They have worked 
hard all of their lives to build America. And as the builders of America, 
they have not asked for a handout. What they ask for is what they have 
earned—and that is retirement in dignity and self-respect. Let’s give 
that to our senior citizens. 

Now, when you add up the cost of all of the programs our opponents 
have proposed, you reach only one conclusion: They would destroy the 
system which has made America number one in the world economically. 

Listen to these facts: Americans today pay one-third of all of their 
income in taxes. If their programs were adopted, Americans would pay 
over one-half of what they earn in taxes. This means that if their pro- 
grams are adopted, American wage earners would be working more for 
the government than they would for themselves. 

Once we cross this line, we cannot turn back because the incentive 
which makes the American economic system the most productive in the 
world would be destroyed. 

Theirs is not a new approach. It has been tried before in countries 
abroad, and I can tell you that those who have tried it have lived to 
regret it. 

We cannot and we will not let them do this to America. 

Let us always be true to the principle that has made America the 
world’s most prosperous nation—that here in America a person should 
get what he works for and work for what he gets. 

Let me illustrate the difference in our philosophies. Because of our 
free economic system, what we have done is to build a great building of 
economic wealth and money in America. It is by far the tallest building 
in the world and we are still adding to it. Now because some of the 
windows are broken, they say tear it down and start again. We say, 
replace the windows and keep building. That is the difference. 

Let me turn now to a second area where my beliefs are totally 
different from those of our opponents. 

Four years ago crime was rising all over America at an unprece- 
dented rate. Even our Nation’s Capital was called the crime capital of 
the world. I pledged to stop the rise in crime. In order to keep that pledge, 
I promised in the election campaign that I would appoint judges to the 
Federal courts, and particularly to the Supreme Court, who would rec- 
ognize that the first civil right of every American is to be free from 
domestic violence. 

I have kept that promise. I am proud of the appointments I have 
made to the courts, and particularly proud of those I have made to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. And I pledge again tonight, as I 
did 4 years ago, that whenever I have the opportunity to make more 
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appointments to the courts, I shall continue to appoint judges who share 
my philosophy that we must strengthen the peace forces as against the 
criminal forces in the United States. 

We have launched an all-out offensive against crime, against 
narcotics, against permissiveness in our country. 

I want the peace officers across America to know that they have the 
total backing of their President in their fight against crime. 

My fellow Americans, as we move toward peace abroad, I ask you 
to support our programs which will keep the peace at home. 

Now, I turn to an issue of overriding importance not only to this 
election, but for generations to come—the progress we have made in 
building a new structure of peace in the world. 

Peace is too important for partisanship. There have been five Presi- 
dents in my political lifetime—Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry Truman, 
Dwight Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, and Lyndon Johnson. 

They had differences on some issues, but they were united in their 
belief that where the security of America or the peace of the world is 
involved we are not Republicans, we are not Democrats. We are 
Americans, first, last, and always. 

These five Presidents were united in their total opposition to isolation 
for America and in their belief that the interests of the United States 
and the interests of world peace require that America be strong enough 
and intelligent enough to assume the responsibilities of leadership in the 
world. 

They were united in the conviction that the United States should 
have a defense second to none in the world. 

They were all men who hated war and were dedicated to peace. 

But not one of these five men and no President in our history believed 
that America should ask an enemy for peace on terms that would betray 
our allies and destroy respect for the United States all over the world. 

As your President, I pledge that I shall always uphold that proud 
bipartisan tradition. Standing in this Convention Hall 4 years ago, I 
pledged to seek an honorable end to the war in Vietnam. We have made 
great progress toward that end. We have brought over half a million men 
home and more will be coming home. We have ended America’s ground 
combat role. No draftees are being sent to Vietnam. We have reduced 
our casualties by 98 percent. We have gone the extra mile, in fact, we 
have gone tens of thousands of miles trying to seek a negotiated settle- 
ment of the war. We have offered a cease-fire, a total withdrawal of all 
American forces, an exchange of all prisoners of war, internationally 
supervised free elections with the Communists participating in the 
elections and in the supervision. 

There are three things, however, that we have not and that we will 
not offer. 

We will never abandon our prisoners of war. 

Second, we will not join our enemies in imposing a Communist 
government on our allies—the 17 million people of South Vietnam. 

And we will never stain the honor of the United States of America. 

Now I realize that many, particularly in this political year, wonder 
why we insist on an honorable peace in Vietnam. From a political stand- 
point they suggest that since I was not in office when over a half million 
American men were sent there, that I should end the war by agreeing 
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to impose a Communist government on the people of South Vietnam and 
just blame the whole catastrophe on my predecessors. 

This might be good politics, but it would be disastrous to the cause 
of peace in the world. If, at this time, we betray our allies, it will discour- 
age our friends abroad and it will encourage our enemies to engage in 
aggression. 

In areas like the Mideast, which are danger areas, small nations who 
rely on the friendship and support of the United States would be in 
deadly jeopardy. 

To our friends and allies in Europe, Asia, the Mideast, and Latin 
America, I say the United States will continue its great bipartisan 
tradition—to stand by our friends and never to desert them. 

Now in discussing Vietnam, I have noted that in this election year 
there has been a great deal of talk about providing amnesty for those few 
hundred Americans who chose to desert their country rather than to serve 
it in Vietnam. I think it is time that we put the emphasis where it belongs. 
The real heroes are two and one-half million young Americans who chose 
to serve their country rather than desert it. I say to you tonight, in these 
times when there is so much of a tendency to run down those who have 
served America in the past and who serve it today, let us give those who 
serve in our Armed Forces and those who have served in Vietnam the 
honor and the respect that they deserve and that they have earned. 

Finally, in this connection, let one thing be clearly understood in 
this election campaign: The American people will not tolerate any at- 
tempt by our enemies to interfere in the cherished right of the American 
voter to make his own decision with regard to what is best for America 
without outside intervention. 

Now it is understandable that Vietnam has been a major concern 
in foreign policy. But we have not allowed the war in Vietnam to paralyze 
our Capacity to initiate historic new policies to construct a lasting and just 
peace in the world. 

When the history of this period is written, I believe it will be 
recorded that our most significant contributions to peace resulted from 
our trips to Peking and to Moscow. 

The dialogue that we have begun with the People’s Republic of 
China has reduced the danger of war and has increased the chance for 
peaceful cooperation between two great peoples. 

Within the space of 4 years in our relations with the Soviet Union 
we have moved from confrontation to negotiation, and then to 
cooperation in the interest of peace. 

We have taken the first step in limiting the nuclear arms race. 

We have laid the foundation for further limitations on nuclear 
weapons and eventually of reducing the armaments in the nuclear area. 

We can thereby not only reduce the enormous cost of arms for both 
our countries, but we can increase the chances for peace. 

More than on any other single issue, I ask you, my fellow Americans, 
to give us the chance to continue these great initiatives that can contribute 
so much to the future of peace in the world. 

It can truly be said that as a result of our initiatives, the danger of 
war is less today than it was; the chances for peace are greater. 

But a note of warning needs to be sounded. We cannot be com- 
placent. Our opponents have proposed massive cuts in our defense budget 
which would have the inevitable effect of making the United States the 
second strongest nation in the world. 
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For the United States unilaterally to reduce its strength with the 
naive hope that other nations would do likewise would increase the 
danger of war in the world. 

It would completely remove any incentive of other nations to agree 
to a mutual limitation or reduction of arms. 

The promising initiatives we have undertaken to limit arms would 
be destroyed. 

The security of the United States and all the nations in the world 
who depend upon our friendship and support would be threatened. 

Let’s look at the record on defense expenditures. We have cut spend- 
ing in our Administration. It now takes the lowest percentage of our na- 
tional product in 20 years. We should not spend more on defense than we 
need. But we must never spend less than we need. 

What we must understand is, spending what we need on defense will 
cost us money. Spending less than we need could cost us our lives or our 
freedom. 

So tonight, my fellow Americans, I say, let us take risks for peace, but 
let us never risk the security of the United States of America. 

It is for that reason that I pledge that we will continue to seek peace 
and the mutual reduction of arms. The United States, during this period, 
however, will always have a defense second to none. 

There are those who believe that we can entrust the security of 
America to the good will of our adversaries. 

Those who hold this view do not know the real world. We can nego- 
tiate limitation of arms and we have done so. We can make agreements 
to reduce the danger of war, and we have done so. 

But one unchangeable rule of international diplomacy that I have 
learned over many, many years is that, in negotiations between great 
powers, you can only get something if you have something to give in 
return, 

That is why I say tonight: Let us always be sure that when the Presi- 
dent of the United States goes to the conference table, he never has to 
negotiate from weakness. 

There is no such thing as a retreat to peace. 

My fellow Americans, we stand today on the threshold of one of the 
most exciting and challenging eras in the history of relations between 
nations. 

We have the opportunity in our time to be the peacemakers of the 
world, because the world trusts and respects us, and because the world 
knows that we shall only use our power to defend freedom, never to 
destroy it ; to keep the peace, never to break it. 

A strong America is not the enemy of peace; it is the guardian of 
peace. 

The initiatives that we have begun can result in reducing the danger 
of arms, as well as the danger of war which hangs over the world today. 

Even more important, it means that the enormous creative energies 
of the Russian people and the Chinese people and the American people 

and all the great peoples of the world can be turned away from production 
of war and turned toward production for peace. 

In America it means that we can undertake programs for progress 

at home that will be just as exciting as the great initiatives we have 

undertaken in building a new structure of peace abroad. 
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My fellow Americans, the peace dividend that we hear so much 
about has too often been described solely in monetary terms—how much 
money we could take out of the arms budget and apply to our domestic 
needs. By far the biggest dividend, however, is that achieving our goal 
of a lasting peace in the world would reflect the deepest hopes and ideals 
of all of the American people. 

Speaking on behalf of the American people, I was proud to be able 
to say in my television address to the Russian people in May: “We covet 
no one else’s territory. We seek no dominion over any other nation. We 
seek peace not only for ourselves, but for all the people of the world.” 

This dedication to idealism runs through America’s history. 

During the tragic War Between the States, Abraham Lincoln was 
asked whether God was on his side. He replied, “My concern is not 
whether God is on our side, but whether we are on God’s side.” 

May that always be our prayer for America. 

We hold the future of peace in the world and our own future in our 
hands. Let us reject therefore the policies of those who whine and 
whimper about our frustrations and call on us to turn inward. 

Let us not turn away from greatness. 

The chance America now has to lead the way to a lasting peace 
in the world may never come again. 

With faith in God and faith in ourselves and faith in our country, 
let us have the vision and the courage to seize the moment and meet the 
challenge before it slips away. 

On your television screen last night, you saw the cemetery in Lenin- 
grad I visited on my trip to the Soviet Union—where 300,000 people died 
in the siege of that city during World War II. 

At the cemetery I saw the picture of a 12-year-old girl. She was a 
beautiful child. Her name was Tanya. 

I read her diary. It tells the terrible story of war. In the simple words 
of a child she wrote of the deaths of the members of her family. Zhenya 
in December. Grannie in January. Then Leka. Then Uncle Vasya. Then 
Uncle Lyosha. Then Mama in May. And finally—these were the last 
words in her diary: “All are dead. Only Tanya is left.” 

Let us think of Tanya and of the other Tanyas and their brothers 
and sisters everywhere in Russia, in China, in America, as we proudly 
meet our responsibilities for leadership in the world in a way worthy of a 
great people. 

I ask you, my fellow Americans, to join our new majority not just 
in the cause of winning an election, but in achieving a hope that mankind 
has had since the beginning of civilization. Let us build a peace that 
our children and all the children of the world can enjoy for generations 
to come. 


note: The President spoke at 10:27 p.m. at Convention Hall, Miami Beach, Florida. 
His remarks were broadcast live on radio and television. 
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The American Legion 


The President’s Remarks to the Legion’s 54th Annual 
National Convention in Chicago. August 24, 1972 


Commander Geiger, my comrades in the American 
Legion, those who are here from the Legion Auxiliary, 
all of our very distinguished guests, and all of the past 
Commanders and others who are distinguished guests 
here on the platform. 


It is indeed a very great honor for me to appear before 
this convention. It seems that this is my week to appear 
before conventions. But having first addressed a Legion 
convention when I was a junior Senator from the State of 
California back in the year 1951, I know that we do not 
discuss partisan politics, so I will not tell you which party 
nominated me. 

What I would like to say today is that, first, I am 
aware of the magnificent tradition of the Legion, the 
fact that we think in terms of our country; we recognize 
that partisan differences really don’t matter where the 
national defense is involved and where the peace and 
security of America is involved. We are not Republicans, 
we are not Democrats, we are Americans. And that is 
what the Legion believes. 

My friend Don Johnson—I was saying to Commander 
Geiger that he was the tallest man who had been Com- 
mander of the Legion since Johnson and they are both 
from Iowa. That is where the corn grows tall. 

But in 1965, when he was the Commander and I 
had the privilege of addressing the convention—inci- 
dentally, I appreciated your invitation to come today 
when I am serving as President. I appreciated it even 
more when I didn’t hold any office in 1965. 

On that occasion, Don Johnson, as Commander, intro- 
duced me. He later, as you know, has become the head of 
the Veterans Administration. Something has happened 
that is very important that may not have come to your 
notice, that we have appointed him as a member of 
the Cabinet Domestic Council which raises, for the first 
time in this country, the status of the man in this country 
with the responsibility for veterans affairs to the position 
of Cabinet status. That is where it ought to be, because we 
have to have those matters discussed in the Cabinet. 

Now I could stand here and tell you all the great things 
Don Johnson has stood for and what this Administration 
has done and immediately we could write that into a 
partisan context. 

I don’t do that because, first, it is not true and that is 
a good reason. I could say that perhaps the best way to 
describe the attitude that we have on veterans affairs in 
the House, in the Senate, in the Administration, whether 
it is a Republican administration or Democratic admin- 
istration, is we must do the right thing for our veterans, 
for those who have served. 

And on that score, it is very significant to note that 
when we look at the House Veterans Affairs Commit: 


tee, that we have, of course, a Democrat, who is Chair- 
man of the Committee and a Republican who is the 
minority leader. Both of them, however, have the name 
of Teague, but I can tell you if I call Tiger Teague or 
Charlie Teague, I get the same answer on veterans 
affairs, because they agree all the time. 

We are proud of our record in this area. We appre- 
ciate your advice and I know, Commander, that you have 
a number of resolutions that have been passed. I want 
you to, of course, submit them to us for our consideration 
and we hope that in all the years ahead, whoever serves in 
the office of President will remember that it is so easy to 
forget those who have served. Let’s never do it in the 
United States of America. 

Now I have selected for my subject to address this 
great convention of the American Legion here in Chicago, 
national defense. 

Now, when I use the subject of national defense before 
a Legion convention, I am sure many would say that is 
like the preacher talking to the choir, because after all, 
you are already converted. I hope all members of the 
choir are converted, but in any event, you are people who 
believe in national defense. 

You pass resolutions for strong national defense year 
after year. And whenever issues come up, whoever is 
President of the United States, he can be sure that the 
Commander of the American Legion, as he comes to the 
White House, as your Commander here now and as others 
through the years have been there, will be there, always 
supporting strong national defense. 

I tell you why I talk about it today. I talk about it be- 
cause it is an issue. It happens to be an issue in an elec- 
tion campaign, but even if there were not an election, 
it would be an issue, because the American people 
naturally would like to spend more of their money on 
domestic needs, they would like to spend enough to 
defend the country, but they don’t want to spend more 
than they need to. 

And so naturally there is honest difference of opinion 
as to how much we ought to spend in order to have 
an adequate national defense. I want to talk to you 
about it now with those thoughts in mind. 

How much is enough? What do we really need? 

Let me begin by saying something that is quite obvious, 
and that is that when we speak before a group like the 
American Legion, you know from personal experience 
the importance of keeping America strong. 

I think perhaps the most eloquent statement in recent 
times in that respect was by General MacArthur in his very 
famous speech on the plain of West Point, “Duty, Honor, 
Country.” If you haven’t read it, read it again. It is one of 
the greatest speeches perhaps ever made on national de- 
fense, and also on what is great about America. About the 
soldier, he told them, those young men on the plain, “above 
all other people,” he said, the soldier “prays for peace, for 
he must suffer and bear the deepest wounds and scars of 


” 


war. 
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That is something we forget sometimes. We think that 
a veterans’ organization is primarily interested in problems 
of war. I have found that veterans’ organizations have the 
strongest commitments to peace, because you know what 
war is, and you are for strength because you want to avoid 
more war. 

Others may talk of the dream of peace and the horrors 
of war, but no one understands them better than you, you 
who have to pay the toll. It is the military man, as much 
as the poet or the politician, who is the guardian of peace 
when it comes, and is the restorer of peace when it is 
challenged. 

History is strewn with the ruins of countries which, 
sometimes for the most idealistic of reasons, lost the will 
to defend themselves and ultimately lost the will to sur- 
vive at all. 

George Washington stated it also very well, perhaps it 
has not been surpassed, when he said, “To be prepared 
for war is one of the most effectual means of preserving 
peace.” Let us not forget that warning of his, because the 
stakes now for us and for the rest of the world are infinitely 
greater than it was in that early period when the United 
States was a very strong country in terms of its own spirit, 
but very weak militarily, and not a great factor in the 
world. 

Washington was not alone in his conviction that it takes 
a strong America to keep a free America. Lincoln, Wilson, 
Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman, 
Dwight Eisenhower, John Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson— 
each time we have found that they have spoken on this 
subject always reflected in eloquent terms the need for a 
strong national defense. 

I am convinced those are the views of a majority of 
Americans, whatever their party affiliations. I feel, of 
course, that there are naturally some small antimilitary 
activists who totally disagree. They have rights to their 
opinions. 

As I will point out, I believe that when we consider 
what the goal is—and the goal is peace—that it is cer- 
tainly irrefutable that we need the strong national defense 
if we are going to reach the goal. 

That is why my principle, like yours, is that the United 
States must never have a defense which is second to that 
of any other nation in the world. 

I say that for a number of reasons which, I suppose, 
might be open to question, but one of them is not that 
it is a matter of jingoistic pride, although we should be 
proud of our country; it is not a matter of national 
ego, although we should not be ashamed of our country. 
But, you see, I have sat across the bargaining table with 
representatives of other great powers. I know what they 
stand for. I know that the only way that we can get a 
reduction of arms, the only way that we can get agree- 
ments that will limit the danger of war, is to be sure that 
the President of the United States, whoever he is, is 
never negotiating from weakness. That is what we have 
to have. 


Now the question is, “What is enough?” because I 
realize that others have spoken to this convention and 
others will speak to Legion conventions in the future and 
say, “We have enough; we can cut.” You should con- 
sider that, but I ask you now to consider, very calmly 
and very quietly, what I have to say about what is enough. 
I have studied this a great deal. I have had the oppor- 
tunity not only to negotiate, where I found out what the 
other side had, and I knew what we had, but I also 
have had an opportunity, as we have wound down the 
war in Vietnam, to do something that we all want to do— 
to cut on defense where it is not needed. 

We have economized. We will continue to economize 
on military spending whenever it is safe to do so. But 
I have never gambled, and I never will gamble, with the 
safety of the American people under the false banner 
of economy. 

Lasting peace is built on strength. Economy always; 
but weakness never. 

Now, look at the record. Let’s see what we have done. 

We have been able to reduce defense spending to a 
safe minimum without betraying our security or dishonor- 
ing our treaty commitments. 

We have successfully reduced our overall military man- 
power by nearly one-third. This is all over the past 314 
years. 

We have closed overseas bases which were no longer 
needed for our national security, and we have done that 
without undermining the confidence of our allies. 

We have successfully persuaded our allies to take up a 
greater share of the free world defense burden than they 
have in the past, under the Nixon Doctrine. 

Separate the facts from the campaign rhetoric and you 
will find that the 1973 defense budget, which has been 
subjected to so much criticism, accounts for only 6.4 
percent of our GNP, and that imposes the smallest eco- 
nomic burden on our country of any defense budget in 
more than 20 years. Now, that is real progress. 

Now we come to the key point. 

We have cut our defense budget in terms of its burden 
on our American economy. Can we go further? In my 
belief, it would be a mistake to go further, and I am sup- 
ported in that belief by a bipartisan majority in the House 
and in the Senate. And to their great credit, let me say, 
speaking as one who is a member of the minority party as 
reflected in those two bodies, Democrats and Republicans 
who put their country above their party voted down big 
defense cuts because they knew it would cut into the mus- 
cle of American defense, and that we must never do. 

Now that, of course, is a conclusion. Let me give you 
the facts to back it up. Let me give you the reasons why I 
think that Democrats join with Republicans in voting 
overwhelmingly in both the House and the Senate against 
these big cuts in defense that were supported by other 
people who believed that we could cut and still be strong 
enough, still be, as some have said, the strongest nation or 
at least with a defense second to none. 
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When we talk about who is going to be first, who is 
going to be second, let’s put it in terms of what is suffi- 
cient for both countries. In that connection, what we find 
as we look at the Soviet Union and the United States, 
taking the two strongest powers in the world, we find that 
today they are relatively equal when we balance it all 
out in terms of their defenses. We are ahead in some areas; 
they are ahead in others. We are ahead in the areas we 
believe are necessary for our defense; they are ahead in 
the areas that they believe are necessary for their defense. 

At the present time, for example, the Soviet Union has 
a much greater army than we have because they are a land 
power. They need more. On the other hand, in other 
areas we are ahead. But now let’s look at these various 
cuts. 

If we want to keep the United States from having the 
second best defense, we must recognize that if we should 
take the Minuteman III program, the Poseidon missile 
program, and if we should halt the development of those 
programs, it would mean that the United States would be 
the second strongest country in the world in missiles. We 
would be Number 2, not Number 1. 

So now we start. We are second in manpower already. 
Now we are second in missiles. If we were to cut 60 per- 
cent of our strategic bomber force, which is the second 
recommendation made by some of the others, and if we 
cancel development of the B-1 bomber, it would mean 
that the United States would become the second strong- 
est nation in the world in airpower. There are no other 
conclusions you can reach. 

If we cut back on our naval strength, as some have 
recommended, and they have recommended that we can 
cut carrier forces from 16 to 6, if we do that at a time 
when the Soviet Union is actively engaged in the greatest 
naval buildup in history, the United States would become 
the second strongest nation in the world in naval power. 

What this adds up to, my friends, very simply is this: 
We would be second on the ground; we would be second 
in airpower; we would be second in terms of missiles, 
and we would be second as far as the Navy is concerned. 

That means that we would be hopelessly behind. We 
cannot let that happen to America. We have to see that 
America always has enough. So the issue of whether we 
cut or don’t cut is very simply this: The cuts that I 
have mentioned make the United States the second 
strongest nation in the world. That is why I have had 
to oppose them. That is why a majority of the Members 
of the House and Senate oppose them, and that is why 
I ask the American Legion to oppose them in the interest 
of strong national defense for this country. 

Let’s turn to a couple of other areas. 

Many of the Legionnaires here have served in Europe, 
either in World War II or, after that, in our peacetime 
forces in NATO. If we would have a major, unilateral 
reduction of our forces in NATO, what it would do would 
be to undercut the confidence of our friends; but more so, 
it would destroy an initiative that we are now undertaking 


with the Soviet Union and with the Warsaw Pact forces 
mutually to reduce our forces. 

Let’s look at another point, looking to the future. If 
we were to cut back the money going into research and 
development for a more modern national defense, we 
risk the safety of the next generation of Americans, be- 
cause this I know: The Soviet Union is not cutting back 
on its research and development. 

Let us remember: We have made a significant step 
forward in our talks with the Soviets, but it was hard- 
headed bargaining. We expected them to bargain hard. 
We bargained hard. We have had the first step taken to 
limit nuclear arms. We have had a treaty to limit, of 
course, nuclear arms as far as defensive arms are con- 
cerned; we have an offensive limitation as an understand- 
ing. We are going to go on with further negotiations, we 
trust, later in this year. 

But, my friends, the only way, in any kind of a nego- 
tiation, you can get something in dealing with a major 
power like the Soviet Union, or any other major power— 
the only way you can get something is if you have some- 
thing to give. If the United States unilaterally cuts back 
on what we have, you have destroyed their incentive to 
come to the conference table, because they will already 
have what they want. 

That is another reason why we have to keep these de- 
fenses up. That is the responsible position. We are going 
to continue to be responsible. If we do, putting it on the 
positive side, we stand today on the brink of a more 
peaceful, more secure era for all mankind, because from 
a positive standpoint, we can negotiate in these areas 
negotiating not from weakness. 

Now, none of this could have been achieved without 
the strong moral support of groups like the American 
Legion, of individual Americans of both political parties, 
as I have indicated. If there is one thing that can sus- 
tain a President in trying times, it is the support and faith 
of the people themselves. More than any other American, 
the President has the opportunity to witness this faith 
in a thousand big and little ways. 

People write letters. They say they are praying for you. 
A Commander of the American Legion or VFW or 
another veterans’ organization comes in or he calls on 
the phone. These things mean a great deal, particularly 
when we have difficult times. I am grateful for the sup- 
port that you have given, not to me as an individual, not 
to my party, but to the President of the United States, 
who is Commander in Chief of our Armed Forces. You 
have stood behind your Government during the difficult 
but successful policy of winding down the war in Viet- 
nam and settling it in an honorable way. 

That is why we have been able to bring home half a mil- 
lion American fighting men from Vietnam. But what is 
more important, we have done it without selling out our 
allies, without surrendering to our enemies, and without 
abandoning our prisoners of war and our missing in action. 
That we will never do. 
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Now, I would like to say something, if I could, about 
the men who have served and are serving our country in 
Vietnam and other parts of the world. I know that it has 
become rather fashionable in recent times, perhaps in the 
last 4 or 5 years as we have gone through the terribly diffi- 
cult war in Vietnam, to find everything that is wrong 
about the men who serve in our Armed Forces: They are 
drug addicts; they are dangerous people; they are savage; 
they are people who are really the inferior people, the ones 
who, from a moral standpoint, agreed to serve rather than 
not to serve, and so on and so forth. 

Let me tell you that I have been to Vietnam a number 
of times. Since our involvement there began, I have been 
there in ’64, ’65—six times, as a matter of fact, before I 
became President, and once since. I have gone out in the 
field. I have been to Danang with the Marines. I have 
been up in the Highlands with the Army. I have been 
down in the Delta, also with Army forces. I have seen 
some of the Naval forces, too. 

Let me tell you, yes, there are, as there always are in 
every war, as there always are in any American community 
of young men, there are men who don’t live up to the 
standards that we would like. But I can tell you that as I 
have seen the young men who have served in Vietnam, I 
am proud of them. They are fine, young men and we 
should stand up for them. 

I am very proud, for example, of Marine and Army 
groups who, in the year 1967—and it has happened every 
year since then; that was the last time I was there and had 
a chance to look at it in this particular matter—contributed 
$1 million out of their very small pay for the purpose of 
helping to build schools and community centers and roads 
for the people of South Vietnam. 

I have seen Marines, I have seen young men, enlisted 
men, not officers necessarily—oh, they were there, too— 
but I have seen them out there teaching language, work- 
ing, taking their time, helping these people in a peaceful 
way. Let me say, instead of making moral heroes of a few 
hundred who have deserted their country, let’s honor the 
real heroes who have served their country in Vietnam. 

They are gallant men. They are not ashamed of their 
country. They are brave men who did not desert their 
Nation. They are heroes who will stand just as tall as 
those who fought at Normandy and Iwo Jima. America 
is not going to turn her back on them. We are not going 
to make a mockery of their sacrifice and devotion by 
talking of amnesty for deserters while some of their com- 
rades are held captive in brutal North Vietnamese prisons. 

What they fought for and what we seek today is a 
true generation of peace, not a short, humiliating truce 
that will encourage aggression and have the effect of 
rewarding the foes of freedom. I know that many say that 
the journey to such a peace is long, and of course it 
is. But it is a journey that we have begun. We have begun 
it in opening a new relationship with the world’s most 
populous country, the People’s Republic of China. We 
have begun it in our negotiations with the Soviet Union. 


I have gone to the four corners of the earth, including 
even other countries that a President never visited before. 

I do not mean that the trips alone will do it, but I do 
mean that because the United States is strong, because 
the United States is respected, the United States can be 
and should be the leader in the world for peace. 

That is why we must keep our strength, because if 
we were not strong we would not be respected. Let’s 
never have a President in that position as he goes abroad. 
I found a desire for peace in Peking and Moscow. Many 
of you will find that hard to believe, but it is not desired 
for the same reason or the same terms in each of these 
world centers. But it is desired so that if America does 
not falter or weaken we have a basis to build on. 

We can have a hope that the next generation of Ameri- 
cans will not have to face the same specter of war in 
their time that we have had in ours. This is a noble 
hope, a hope we all should work to build into reality. It 
will not become a reality if we heed the honest but mis- 
guided voices of those who say we should weaken 
America today and naively hope for peace tomorrow. 

But it can become a reality if we continue to follow a 
responsible, rational foreign policy, if we keep America 
strong enough to make that policy credible. 

Therefore, I say, let us join together to keep America 
strong. If we do this, a strong America can continue to 
lead the world toward a just and lasting peace. 

I would like to close my remarks, if I could, Com- 
mander Geiger, and my comrades in the American 
Legion, with these rather personal notes: Having been a 
member of the Legion since 1947, spoken to local posts, 
then State groups, and then national conventions, I think 
I know my comrades and I know what you want for your 
country. 

These parting words are what I think the role of the 
Legion can be in these years as we move from war to 
peace. 

First, it is vitally important to keep America strong, I 
know you will support that proposition. Secondly, it is 
vitally important to honor the men who have served 
because remember, we are now moving to a volunteer 
armed force. In order for that volunteer armed force 
to be adequate to serve it is going to have to be something 
more than money. We are going to have to give respect 
to those who guard the United States in times of peace. 

Finally, my third request to my comrades in the Ameri- 
can Legion is this: In addition to keeping our country 
strong and honoring those who serve, continue the won- 
derful work you are doing with young Americans. I was 
tremendously excited to see the young voters that I saw 
in Miami over this last week. The fact that for the first 
time the 18- to 21-year-olds are voting means that we 
have a new element in American politics. It will be good 
for the country and good for both parties because they 
bring idealism and enthusiasm that we need. 

But let me say I have also been tremendously moved 
when I have seen the representatives of Boys Nation and 
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Girls Nation. Mrs. Nixon has met with them, too, when 
they have come to Washington. You may wonder whether 
that kind of work is worthwhile. I will tell you, it cer- 
tainly is, because the important thing for our young 
Americans to realize and a great majority of them, I 
believe, do realize that, is that they should not give 
up on the system, which was the fashionable thing 3 or 4 
or 5 years ago. It is that they should remember that this 
American system is one that you can change peacefully 
by working within the system. Here is the message to 
give them: Tell them that the answer to throwing a rock 
is to cast a vote. That is the answer. 

Finally, let us also tell them and tell all of our fellow 
Americans that we have nothing to be ashamed of in 
terms of what we seek in the world. Oh, we have made our 
mistakes in foreign policy. I know that we look back to 
World War I—and there are not so many of those vet- 
erans still here, but some fortunately are still with us— 
World War II, Korea, Vietnam. Do you realize we have 
sent millions of Americans abroad in four wars in this 
century; but never for the purpose of destroying freedom, 
only to defend it; never for the purpose of breaking the 
peace, only to keep it. 

The United States has had, in terms of its foreign 
policy, an idealistic thrust which has been very unusual 
in the history of great nations. That is why strength in 
the hands of the United States means safety for the 
world. Keep America strong. Be proud of what America 
has done in fighting its wars and how it is now fighting 
to bring about generations of peace for the years ahead. 
note: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m., c.d.t., in McCormick 


Place. As printed above, this item follows the text of the White 
House press release. 


Utica, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks at the Dedication of the 
Dwight David Eisenhower High School. 
August 24, 1972 


Tue Presment. Thank you very much, Susan, and 
thank all of you for this wonderfully warm welcome. 

I thought I left the warm weather in Florida, but I 
am not so sure. Outside, incidentally, I think, listening 
on the public address system, are even more than are 
inside. 

My wife and I are very, very flattered that so many 
of you would welcome us on this occasion, an occasion 
which we want to share with you because it is a memorable 
one in terms of dedication of this school to General Eisen- 
hower. Participating in that dedication ceremony, we 
would like to have the president of the senior class, and 
it is Bill—we have his name here—Hellebuyck. 

Before we show you this plaque, I am aware of the fact 
that we now have the 18-year-old vote, and I think, Bill 


and Susan, these wonderfully attractive young people—I 
just want to say to Congressman O’Hara and to my good 
friend, Senator Griffin, they had better watch out, they 
will be running some day. 

Mr. Hetiesuycx. On behalf of the entire student 
body of Dwight D. Eisenhower, it gives me great honor 
being able to say thank you, Mr. President. 

Tue Presment. And thank you, Bill Hellebuyck. 

Now I have just a few remarks that I would like to 
make to everybody here, but particularly to the students, 
those who are going to be attending this school in the 
years ahead, and those who will be attending it in this 
next year. 

Occasions like this are ones in which it is quite difficult 
to find the right words, particularly when a school is 
named for one of the very great men of our time. Now, 
the usual thing that you do, of course, is to talk about the 
man, but everybody here knows about General Eisen- 
hower, that he was the man who led the forces of freedom 
to victory in World War II and then was President of the 
United States. He ended one war and kept the peace for 
8 years. 

We know of that. We know of his background and also 
of his great service to the country after he left the 
Presidency. I am not going to go into that for another 
reason. I would like to tell you a little story about General 
Eisenhower. 

As I was trying to think, coming over here in the plane, 
what he would like for me to say, I remember a conversa- 
tion I had with him very early in his Presidency. 

We were riding by automobile from Quantico, the 
Marine Corps base, back up to Washington, D.C., and 
he was reminiscing about World War II and the gen- 
erals who had served under him—Patton and Bradley 
and the rest, Simpson—all of them, of course, having a 
different talent, and Eisenhower having the genius to 
know how to put each general in that area where he 
could do the best. 

As we were riding, I asked General Eisenhower, in 
the selection of men for leadership, what was the one 
quality that he looked for the most. 

You know, how would you answer that question? I was 
thinking how I might answer it. 

You say maybe intelligence or maybe hard work or 
maybe brilliance or genius or something like that. But 
his answer was something different. He said, “Based on 
all of the time that I have worked with men through the 
years, and women, I have found that the quality that is 
most important is selflessness.” 

In other words, not thinking of self, but thinking of 
duty, duty to country, duty to whatever particular assign- 
ment that one happens to have. 

Consequently, I think that General Eisenhower today 
would rather have me talk not about him, but really about 
you, about your school, and perhaps we could begin with 
your teachers. 
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When he returned from Europe, as you know, he ran 
for President of the United States. Politics was rather 
difficult for him and particularly his first speech he 
made in Abilene, Kansas, where he had grown up. He 
went back to the little high school that he had attended 
and his first words were, “I thank you humbly for your 
teachings.” He was referring, of course, to that small town 
like this—perhaps this is a bigger town than Abilene. 
There was a high school. There was a community. There 
was a strong feeling of community pride. There was a 
church, which of course he had attended—many 
churches, of course, were there—but there was a very 
great loyalty to church and devotion, and also to school 
and community. 

But General Eisenhower said, probably speaking to 
teachers by that time long dead, “I thank you for your 
teachings.” 

Now, if I could personally reflect for one moment about 
your teachers, could I tell you something of the effect 
that they have? Mention has been made of the fact that 
one of my daughters is a teacher and that Mrs. Nixon 
was a teacher until I married her. I had to have some- 
body support me when I was practicing law on occasion. 

In any event, just running back over a lifetime and 
quickly sketching it, see if you don’t remember some of 
your teachers this way. I remember a wonderful teacher 
I had in the fifth grade. Those were the days when you 
only had one teacher for the whole room and all the 
subjects. Her name was Miss Burham and her specialty 
was geography. She loved geography. She loved the 
world. Because of her love of geography and all the 
nations of the world she inspired everybody in that 
classroom to want to travel to see the world and to be 
interested in the world. It made an impression on me. I 
wanted to travel. I wanted to see the world. That is why 
I ran for President—I have seen so many countries as a 
result. [Laughter] 

But it was part of the educational process far beyond 
that. The interest that was developed by a young student 
so many years ago came at that time. Then I remember 
another teacher in high school. Her name was Miss 
Ernstberger. She was tough, really hard. In fact, I found 
that my best teachers, looking back, were the ones who 
were the toughest. I mean by that they graded the hard- 
est. I didn’t like the grades, but I have to say the teachers 
were pretty good because they made me work hard. 

I would like to say to all the parents, back up the teach- 
ers, They are usually right whenever they are handling 
problems. Miss Ernstberger I had when I was a sophomore 
in high school. I hated math. Math was hard for me. 
In fact, it was hard for me all my life. 

I could never tell you how embarrassed I was, you 
know, when our children were growing up and going to 
grade schools. Now and then, of course, my wife, Mrs. 
Nixon, having been a teacher, could help them a lot 
with their homework, but sometimes they would ask me 
to help too, and I would try and they would ask me to help 


them with their math. So, I looked at the math book. 
It was that new math. I couldn’t even learn the old math, 
let alone the new math. [Laughter] 

Let me tell you what I learned from Miss Ernstberger. 
I didn’t learn much math. The subject was geometry, a 
very, very difficult subject, and at the end of the year, I 
recall she gave an assignment of a problem. She said 
whatever members of the class could bring back the solu- 
tion to that problem in the morning would get an A in 
the course. I recall that I stayed up all night long work- 
ing on that problem. I finally got the answer. 

It isn’t the point that I got it, because I still hated 
geometry, even though I got the problem and the A. 
Incidentally, when I got the chance to elect subjects in 
college I didn’t take any moze math. 

But the point I make is that from Miss Ernstberger I 
learned something that is terribly important—stick to it. 
And particularly the test of a person, a boy or a girl, are 
those subjects that are hardest for you, not the ones 
that are the easiest. The teachers that can inspire you 
and make you put your nose to the grindstone and get it 
done, those are the ones you want to be thankful for. 

Then I remember another teacher. This was a man, a 
teacher, and I was a freshman in college. He taught his- 
tory. He loved history and he loved books. I remember 
him getting before the class and lecturing. He would have 
a book in his hand, some new book that we had not 
read, and he would fondle that book so affectionately. 
He would say, “This is a wonderful book. This is a 
beautiful book. You have just got to read it.” 

And what happened out of all that? He inspired some 
of us—I know he inspired me—with a love for history and 
for biography. So, I carried that throughout my life and 
it helped me in years later in developing the background 
I had to have for the law and eventually for politics and 
all the rest. 

Since I am speaking in a school gymnasium, I don’t 
want to leave out my coach. Now, let me say, being in 
this school gym, on the floor, is something new for me. 
I was usually in the bleachers or on the bench. I was never 
out here. But I remember my coach very well. He was 
an American Indian. We called him “Chief,” Chief 
Newman. He was an all-American football star for the 
University of Southern California back in 1923 or 1924. 
He was a great, great builder of men. He could take men 
who were not too talented in football and make stars out 
of them, except he couldn’t do it with me. I never made 
the team. 

But I learned a lot sitting on the bench talking to the 
coach. Believe me, that is the way to learn something 
about it. I was going to say I remember Chief Newman. I 
went out for 4 years; went out on the practice field, so I 
got into a few games after they were hopelessly won or 
hopelessly lost, you know, when they put the substitutes in 
and finally the water boy, and then me. That is the way it 
worked. 
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I remember the last year I came up to the Chief and 
said probably I shouldn’t go out that year, because I really 
couldn’t contribute too much, and he needed somebody 
to be on the taxi squad to learn the other teams’ plays, 
and he said, “Look, you really have to come out.” Then 
he said something very interesting. He was a man who 
used to talk about winning and losing. His definition of 
being a good loser is something that affected me for the 
rest of my life. 

You have all heard the traditional definition about 
being a good loser. “Oh, well, it is just a game; forget 
it. Be a good loser. Smile about it and try something 
else.” Not the Chief. He hated to lose, and he told all 
of us on the team, he said, “You have got to hate to 
lose.”” He said, ““The way to be a good loser is to commit 
yourself that you are going to try again and try harder.” 
And when I told him, I said, “Chief, I really think I 
oughtn’t to come out for the team this year,” he said, 
“No, you ought to come out.” He said, “Really, what is 
wrong is not losing. What is wrong is not not making the 
team. What is wrong is not trying. What is wrong is not 
playing the game. What is wrong is when you lose, not 
getting up off that floor and coming back and fighting 
again.” 

Now, out here in this audience there are a lot of young 
people—grade school, junior high, high school. You are 
going to win some battles and you are going to lose some. 
You all aren’t going to get into politics, some will, but 
it is very hard to lose and it is great to win. I know. I 
have done both. [Laughter] But I can assure you, in life 
it will be that way. Sometimes you will apply for a job 
and you won’t get it and you will think it is a great 
setback, but just remember it isn’t losing that is wrong; it 
is quitting. Don’t quit. Don’t ever quit. Keep trying, be- 
cause this country needs the very best that you, the young 
generation of America, can give to it. 

Now I want to relate all of that to present day, shall 
we say, politics. As you know, there is an election this 
year. It will be very exciting, as all elections are. It is 
going to be particularly significant because for the first 
time in the 195-year history of this country, men and 
women 18 to 21 years of age will have the chance to vote. 

The important thing, let me say to all of you who may 
be voting for the first time—-naturally, I have an interest; 
I have an idea of how you ought to vote—[Laughter]|— 
and I am sure others would tell you something else— 
{Laughter|—but the main point is getting in and play- 
ing that game. Be for the candidate of your choice. 
Don’t sit on the sidelines. Don’t fail to participate, because 
the more that we have your participation, the participa- 
tion of all our people in our voting procedure, the better 
this country is going to be. 

It has often been said that politics is too important 
to leave to the politicians. Now, that means, of course, 
that “politicians” may be a bad word, and I don’t agree 
with that, because politics is an honorable profession. But, 
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on the other hand, what it does mean is that the citizens 
ought to get in, too, and whatever you do in your life— 
and the majority of you will not get into politics; you 
will get into business; you will work in a job; some of 
you may teach; some of you may be heads of families; 
whatever the case may be—but whatever you do, take 
some time out of your life to work in the field of making 
this country a better country, of making our government 
a better government. 

Be a Republican. Be a Democrat. Pick the party of your 
choice. But the main thing is, play that game, because 
it is the most important game in life and we need the 
best, and young America has so much to give. You see, 
you have enthusiasm, you have vitality, you have idealism, 
and a nation needs your enthusiasm, your vitality, and 
your idealism. 

Here is what I think: I think when we look at the 
18- to 21-year-old vote—for the first time they vote in 
1972—that you are going to be good for America be- 
cause I believe in America’s young people. I believe in 
you. I know your idealism. I know your enthusiasm. And 
I know that this country, which is going to be 200 
years old in just 4 years—and that is pretty old—at that 
time will need an enthusiasm of youth. We don’t want to 
become old. We want to stay young. And the only way 
you stay young is to have young people participating 
in politics. 

So we want you. Get in there and fight for the candi- 
date of your choice. Will you do that? 

Now I think General Eisenhower would have wanted 
me to say one other thing to this group, since I have 
referred to politics, and I know that all of you will under- 
stand when I say what I am just about to say. 

America at this time in our history is in an enormously 
significant position. We think of the young America, three 
million people, weak, poor, but it excited the imagina- 
tion of the world because it stood for something other than 
military strength or economic power. We think of the 
America today, a strong nation, a rich nation, the richest 
in the world, and America still means something more 
than military strength and economic wealth. 

It is a spirit, a spirit that is ours. That is what we stand 
for. It is what we do. It is how we treat each other. 
America has a meaning in the world. 

I know General Eisenhower would want me to say 
love your country. Don’t love it because it is always right, 
because it isn’t. Love it because we have a system that 
allows you to change those things that are wrong. Love it 
because there is more right about America than in any 
country in the world and, believe me, that is the truth. 

And in that connection, I know that General Eisen- 
hower would want me to mention peace, peace in terms 
of not just bringing an end to a war which has long been 
a very difficult problem for the United States, but more 
in terms of the long term. How can we have a peace that 
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is not just an interlude between wars, but one that would 
last? 

That is why Mrs. Nixon and I went to the People’s 
Republic of China. We cannot have lasting peace in the 
world, peace that you young people can enioy, if 800 
million people, one-fourth of all the people in the world— 
and incidentally, one-fourth of the ablest people in the 
world—are isolated from the rest of the world. We have 
to communicate with those people. 

Our systems of government are different. Our philos- 
ophies are different. But what we have to build is a world 
in which differences between governments do not lead to 
a situation where people cannot be friends, and that is 
what we have done, and that is why we have opened the 
communication. It reduces the possibility, for example, 
of war in the Pacific involving perhaps the People’s Re- 
public, or others. 

That is why we have gone to the Soviet Union. We 
have gone there and we have negotiated. We have very 
great differences. Our philosophies are totally different. 
Theirs is Communist; ours is free. But we realize that 
we either have to learn to live with our differences or our 
children are going to have to die for them. We don’t 
want that to happen. So that is why we have negotiated 
a limitation on nuclear arms. We have begun to nego- 
tiate it, and more, we trust, will come. 

That is why we have negotiated agreements that will 
peacefully settle some problems, and that is why we also 
have moved toward cooperation. 

Let me tell you one interesting thing about coopera- 
tion. We have a wonderful program in our country which 
has been supported by Senator Griffin, of course. I re- 
member the leadership meeting in which he participated 
as one of the leaders of the Senate in which we made the 
decision to go forward with the program on cancer. 

Congressman O’Hara, of course, supported it in the 
House of Representatives. It is bipartisan. Everybody is 
for it. We are spending $100 million to try to find an 
answer to cancer in the United States. 

Let me tell you something. When I was in the People’s 
Republic of China and when I was in Russia, I found lead- 
ers of those countries asking me about our program on 
cancer, “Had we found something? Would we share it?” 
My answer was, we are making progress. Whatever we 
find we will share. 

But more important, and this is what developed out of 
our Russian trip, we have now worked it out so that Rus- 
sian doctors and American doctors, instead of exchanging 
information and then working separately from each other 
to try to find cures for diseases, will work together in the 
same room to try to find them. 

Let me ask you this question: You have all studied the 
history of nations. Where is the genius, that wonderful 
genius who will find the answer to cancer? It may be a 
woman. It may be a man. It may be a black person. It may 
be a white person, It might be an American, but it might 
be a Russian and it might be a Chinese. 


What we have got to do is to build a world in which, in 
fighting the great plagues of disease and hunger, we work 
together with people in the world and not against them. 
That is what we are trying to do. 

You sometimes wonder, I know, what people abroad 
think of us. Let me say, Mrs. Nixon and I have traveled to 
80 countries, countries with many different political sys- 
tems. They don’t all agree with us on many things, but you 
can be sure of one thing. They respect the United States 
of America and in many of those countries they love Amer- 
ica. As I said, not because we are rich and not because we 
are strong, but because we stand for something which is 
in their eyes very good. 

I noted—and I asked Susan about this—that she was 
of Polish background. I remembered, as she was introduc- 
ing me, my visit to Warsaw, right after I had been to the 
Soviet Union. Mrs. Nixon and I laid a wreath at the Polish 
War Memorial and then we got into our car and started 
to move through the huge crowds over to the residence, 
and there were such big crowds and they were cheering 
and we stopped the car. We got out for a minute to talk 
to the people. 

Now look at Poland. Here is a country that for 25 years 
has had a Communist government, a government differ- 
ent from ours in its philosophy. Here is a country that for 
25 years has not heard too much that is favorable to the 
United States of America. But when we got out of that 
car the people swarmed around. They shook hands. Some 
of them cried. And they said, “Niech Zyje Ameryka.” It 
means long live America. They then said, “Sto lat, sto lat.” 
That means, may you live 100 years. 

They didn’t do that for me or for Mrs. Nixon. They did 
it because they love America. And let me say, let you in the 
Eisenhower High School set as your goal participating in 
your government to make it a government worth loving, 
worth respect in the world. Let you participate in your 
government so that America can play a role in building 
a peaceful world, peace for you and your children in the 
years to come, because, let us always be worthy of the 
faith, the confidence, the hope, of our own people and the 
people of the world. 

I dedicate this high school, then, to the teachers whom 
I hope you will learn from, who devote so much to you. 
I dedicate it also to the memory of a man and of the 
country he loved, and I hope you will always honor and 
love your country. And I dedicate it finally to your 
parents. Remember, they have sacrificed a great deal for 
you to be here. 

My father only finished the fifth grade. He wanted to 
go on to school but his mother died. They were very poor, 
and he had to go to work. His greatest desire for his 
children was for them to get a college education because 
he only finished the fifth grade. 

I remember, sometimes people would remark that he 
didn’t have very good grammar. That didn’t matter. 
What mattered to me was not the words but the heart 
and the character. 
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Be proud of your parents. Be proud of your school and 
love your country. 

Thank you. 
NoTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m., e.s.t. in the gymnasium 
of the Dwight David Eisenhower High School at Utica, Mich. As 


printed above, this item follows the text of the White House press 
release. 


School Busing 
Statement by the President. August 24, 1972 


In connection with this visit to the Detroit area, I 
should call attention to a recent court decision which 
emphasizes the need for speedy Congressional action. 

In March, I proposed to Congress two bills to stop 
excessive busing. 

I proposed these bills because education, not trans- 
portation, is the name of the game. Busing forced by a 
court to achieve an arbitrary racial balance is wrong. 
It adds nothing whatever to the children’s learning. An 
hour and a half a day on a bus will, if anything, impair 
the education process, whatever a child’s race or color. 

Shuffling our youngsters about in this way weakens 
the neighborhood school. I believe in the neighborhood 
school. It is important to the youngsters of a community 
and it strengthens the neighborhood as well. It is im- 
portant to the child and it is important to the family. 

My first proposal to the Congress is a moratorium 
on all new and additional busing of school children. That 
would stop any further busing now. 

Second, I proposed that Congress set uniform national 
standards for school desegregation, in which busing would 
be a remedy of last resort. That bill also provided means 
to aid and improve poor quality schools. 

Although the House of Representatives passed an 
Equal Educational Opportunities Act this month, which 
restricts busing, there has been no action in the Senate. 
Neither House has acted on the moratorium. 

Earlier this summer the Congress included an amend- 
ment to another bill, the Higher Education Act, which 
was intended to stay the implementation of court-ordered 
busing until all court appeals had been exhausted. When 
I signed that bill, I expressed concern that different lower 
courts might construe that amendment in different ways, 
and I continued to urge immediate passage of the 
moratorium. 

On Monday of this week we had the first example of 
the very thing I feared: The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
held that the amendment did not provide relief from 
busing in a California case. 

Now school is about to open and the Congress so far 
has failed to take the needed action. They must act 
promptly when they return into session; if children be- 
gin the new term under court-ordered busing plans the 


present law apparently will be ineffective in terms of pro- 
viding stays to parents who wish to appeal. 

I am sure the citizens of Michigan join me in urging 
the Congress, and particularly the Senate, to give vigorous 
and diligent attention to this needed legislation at once. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Utica, Mich. 


San Diego, California 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at Lindbergh 
Field. August 24, 1972 


THE PresweNnt. We want to express our very, very great 
appreciation to you for the wonderful welcome that you 
have given us as we return home to California. 

Incidentally, some people have suggested if you put 
your signs down, they could see a little better. I like the 
signs, but you can put them down for them. 

I think you are probably aware that we were attend- 
ing a convention yesterday across the country, and at that 
convention there were some very distinguished people. 
I didn’t bring them with me on the plane, but they haven’t 
been introduced, and before I say a few words, I would 
just like to present some of these people to you. 

First, the Governor of our State, Governor Reagan, 
who was the temporary chairman. 

GoveRNOR RONALD REAGAN OF CALiForNiA. This is 
once when we can say, fellow Californians, not only to 
all of you, but to our guests, and we are so happy to have 
them here, as the President explained to you, there were 
3 days of preliminaries, but finally, for the climax of the 
convention, on the fourth day, here we are in San Diego. 

Mr. President and Pat—because she is the First Lady 
of our land, but I think in the hearts of all of us she is 
“Pat,” and we are just going to take advantage of it and 
keep it that way—we are also very proud, proud to have 
you here, proud that you are one of us. And, of course, 
those people who tried to pretend that what was taking 
place the last few days in Miami Beach was unexciting 
because we knew how it was going to turn out, well, I 
have never seen a John Wayne movie that was unexciting 
because you knew he was going to get the bad guy in the 
end. (Laughter) 

(Crowd chanting: “Four More Years.” ) 

You are right. It is going to be four more years. 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you here, and now 
I think you would rather present these other people who 
are here. It has been a pleasure. Thank you. 

Tue Preswent. And then, of course, somebody who— 
nobody, of course, here needs introduction. Everybody 
here is a celebrity. You know, for somebody from Whit- 
tier to see all of these celebrities, it is really something, 
believe me. But I do want you to know we have Bob 
Wilson. We brought him back. I asked for a new majority 
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in the country, and Bob is trying to get a new majority 
in the House of Representatives. Come on up. 

CoNGRESSMAN Bos WILSON oF CaLirorNiA. Thank 
you, Mr. President. I can assure you we are going to give 
you the conventional Nixon landslide in the election this 
year in San Diego. Thank you very much. 

Tue Preswent. And the Lieutenant Governor of our 
State, Ed Reinecke. Ed, come up here. 

Lt. Governor Ep ReINeckeE OF CaALiFornia. Thank 
you, Mr. President, and Mrs. Nixon. 

I would like to introduce you to a whole lot of delegates 
that helped to win that vote you just won the other night, 
Mr. President. These are the delegates who have just 
come back from—San Diego was it, or was it that other 
city, or wherever we were? These are the people who 
helped put you across and we are going to put you across 
in November, just like I am sure thousands, hundreds, 
millions of people are going to do. God bless you. 

THe Preswent. And the Mayor, Pete Wilson. 

Mayor Pete Wixson oF SAN Dreco. Thank you, Mr. 
President, Mrs. Nixon. These folks came here to listen 
to you, so all I am going to say is that America’s finest 
city welcomes America’s finest citizens, and we are going 
to be happy to see you back in the White House. 

THe Preswent. Now, I understand you have been 
here a long time and you have had a wonderful show. 
I will not talk long, because what I have to say I think 
you will understand very clearly, and we would like the 
chance to shake hands with a few more of you before we 
go on to San Clemente. 

First, I would like to express appreciation not only to 
all of you, but to this wonderful group of celebrities that 
I have referred to, and they are celebrities, believe me. 
We couldn’t possibly afford them, but they are here as 
volunteers. 

I said the other night—some of you may have heard— 
when I spoke to the youth rally in Miami Beach, I was 
talking about the fact when people in show business come 
out into a political rally, this is really a risk for them, be- 
cause we in politics, when we go to a rally, of course, we 
know that the game is winning over 50 percent. You 
always expect the other fellow to get perhaps a little less 
than 50. 

But in show business you are always trying to please 
everybody. So somebody in show business, when he gets 
in politics, he has got to be convinced that the country’s 
needs come before even show business, and these people 
feel that way. Let’s give them a hand. 

We apnreciate their sticking their necks out for us, and 
we just hope that as a result of what happens that their 
business will be better, and that the country’s business 
will be better. We know that we are most grateful for what 
they have done. 

I should also like to say a word, too, about Governor 
Reagan. I saw him in Camp David when he renorted to 
me on his trip to Europe where he represented the United 
States so successfully in talking to our friends after a 


period, of course, when we had necessarily been having 
conversations with some of those who had been our 
adversaries. 

Then in Miami Beach, he, of course, presided the first 
day. He made one of the finest speeches of the convention, 
and at that time he said he didn’t expect to be in the 
position of making the speech of the temporary chairman; 
that he expected to be making the welcoming speech. 

Well, he has made it here in San Diego. This is the 
welcoming speech as we all know. 

Now, I want to turn, if I can, for a moment, to San 
Diego, what this city means, what this county means. It 
has a very special place in my heart for a number of 
reasons. 

A moment ago Mayor Wilson said that he had pro- 
claimed that San Diego for this week would be America’s 
finest city. Now, I have just been today in Miami—that 
is Florida. [Laughter] And I have been in Chicago, and 
that means Illinois. I have been in Detroit and that means 
Michigan. Now, tonight, I come to San Diego, which, 
of course, is enormously important in California. I might 
lose Illinois; I might lose Michigan, and we might lose 
Florida. You wouldn’t want us to do that. 

So I am going to say this: I think the Mayor has made 
a declaration that is a fine one. This is certainly a won- 
derful city. I won’t say it is the finest city. I can’t say that. 
I can’t pick and choose right now. But I will say this: 
This is the finest reception we are ever going to have in 
this whole campaign; and we thank you for that. 

And I will also say, it is, as far as I am concerned, my 
luckiest city. You know, I have run for office—I hadn’t 
realized it until I jotted it down coming out on the plane, 
how many times I had been on the ballot in this city 
and county of San Diego. 1950 was the first time. Some 
of you are old enough here to have been around for that 
one. 1952, 1956, 1960, 1962, 1968—six times I have 
been on the ballot in the State of California, and in the 
City of San Diego. I haven’t lost it once. I have lost some 
elections, but I have never lost San Diego, and I am 
not going to start now. 

Now, if I could just turn to one other thing that San 
Diego means to me. It has a special place in my heart, 
because after I served overseas in World War II, I came 
home to San Diego and there is where I met Pat after 
having been overseas. So I will always have that memory 
of when we met after that period of time. 

San Diego is a very special place to us. It is special for 
another reason. In 1968 after having been nominated in 
Miami, I came to San Diego first off, and so it was lucky 
then, because after coming to San Diego right after 
Miami, we won in November. 

Now there is one difference. This crowd is twice as 
large as we had in 1968. We are going to win twice as 
big in 1972. 

I don’t mean by that that we are going to be com- 
placent about it. We are going to work hard and we are 
going to work hard for reasons that I will describe very 
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briefly, reasons that are terribly important to all of you, 
and terribly important to the future of America. 

Let me describe my day very briefly to you. As I left 
Miami, I was at Homestead Air Force Base and there 
were 500 GI’s out there. They had come down from Fort 
Bragg. They were fine young Americans. They had come 
down there to handle some of the problems that might 
arise. They weren’t all that difficult. We really didn’t even 
need them. 

But I went over and shook hands with some of them 
and I could see they were proud to wear the uniform of 
the United States. Oh, like all GI’s they were counting 
their days to when they are going to get out—some of 
them. Some of them are going to stay in, in the volunteer 
army. 

But it made me feel whoever is President of this country 
is going to be proud of the young men who instead of 
deserting their country, serve their country. And let us 
remember that. 

Then, after that, I flew to Chicago and talked to a 
crowd of 5,000, a packed house in Chicago, of Legion- 
naires, the American Legion. There were a few from 
World War I, a number from World War II, some from 
Korea, and the Legion now has 500,000 members from 
Vietnam, and the thought that ran through my mind as 
I talked to the American Legion is this: That is four 
wars in this century. Every generation has had a war. We 
have never had a generation of young Americans who 
have grown up without a war. That is why I have been 
talking about a generation of peace. 

We want not only to end the war in which we are in- 
volved, and end it in a way that will discourage other 
wars, in an honorable way, but we want to build a last- 
ing peace, and we have got to build that not simply by 
being for peace, but by doing something about it. Doing 
something not simply by negotiating, but by negotiating 
in a way that we are respected and that comes down to 
the very significant point I wish to make with regard to 
the other stop that I made. 

It was in Detroit, Michigan. Not really in Detroit, 
in one of the suburbs, a little town called Utica. It is not 
so small. It is a little bigger than Whittier, I think, as a 
matter of fact. I dedicated the Dwight Eisenhower High 
School. 

There were 2,500 inside and about 8,000 or so out- 
side. Most of them were young people. There were junior 
high school students, and high school students, and their 
parents, and, of course, many of their teachers, as well. 

It was a wonderfully exciting crowd and as I looked at 
their faces, I thought of their future, all of those young peo- 
ple; just as I thought of the future of America when I saw 
those young volunteers down in Miami Beach, just as I 
think of the future of America when I see all of the younger 
people here. 

I don’t mean that we don’t think of our future, too, but 
I simply want you to know that as I put all of those things 
together, as I remember returning from war in the Pacific 


to San Diego, as I remember seeing those wonderful GI’s 
in Miami Beach this morning, as I remember speaking to 
the American Legion—a fine group of Americans—as I 
recall those young people, those boys and girls so idealistic, 
so enthusiastic, with so much to give to their country, so 
much to live for, I became even more dedicated than ever 
before to the proposition that it is the job of whoever is 
President of this country to do everything he can to bring 
peace, but to do everything he can to be worthy of the 
people of this country and particularly of that new genera- 
tion, who for the first time, are going to have a chance to 
vote. 

Oh, worthy of the older generation, too, but let’s now 
talk about the new generation for just a moment, the 18- 
to 21-year-olds. Here they are all voting. You know a lot 
of people said, “Oh, we don’t know whether we ought to 
give them the vote. Are they responsible enough? Are they 
going to vote in a way that is going to consider the 
issues? Are they really old enough?” 

The answer is: They are bright enough and they are 
patriotic enough. And we can count on young America. 
I believe in young America—and we are going to do very 
well in 1972. 

Now, as I crossed the country, and as I came back to 
San Diego, one final thought went through my mind: 
How much times have changed in the last 4 years—and 
they have changed for the better. Everything isn’t all 
right. It never will be in any country in this imperfect 
world. Ours is still, of course, the best country. We know 
that and we are so lucky to be here. But as we look at it we 
see that our cities are safer. We see that what was hap- 
pening on some of our campuses isn’t happening as much 
today. People are there for an education. 

We see, too, that we have been able to cut the rate of 
inflation in this country which was nagging so many. We 
have made progress in dealing with the problems of the 
environment. We have moved forward in many pro- 
grams of health and education for the interest of many 
people. 

This country is really a better place than it was 4 
years ago. But looking also abroad, I was thinking this 
morning—lI looked out on the Atlantic and today I am 
going to look out on the Pacific—how different it is in 
each of these areas. In the Pacific we find that the war we 
are in has had the effect in these past 4 years—we have 
been able to move it down in terms of the American in- 
volvement. We have been bringing men home and we 
have reached the point where we can certainly say that 
we in the United States of America are seeing to a con- 
clusion a war that has been terribly difficult, but we are 
seeing it to a conclusion in the right way rather than in 
the wrong way. 

We have not heeded in the past and we will not heed 
in the future those who say that the United States, which 
has an honorable history throughout its history in terms 
of those wars in which it has been involved—that we will 
end this war as we have ended the others, without, of 
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course, abandoning our POW’s, without turning over 
the country that we are allied with to Communists, and 
also without staining the honor of the United States. 
It isa goal that we can achieve. 

But beyond that, we have had the opening to the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China. This doesn’t mean that the Com- 
munist government of that country and the free govern- 
ment of the United States don’t have enormous differ- 
ences. We do, and we always will as long as they are 
Communist and as long as we are free. But it means that 
800 million of potentially the most able people in the 
world are no longer shut off from the United States. 
It means that we have laid the groundwork for Ameri- 
cans and Chinese who live in the People’s Republic of 
China, as well as Chinese in other parts of the world who 
have contributed so much to this world to work together 
rather than to be different and apart. That is a great 
thing for the world. It means that our young people, 
looking ahead, as they look at this wonderful world we 
live in, and it is a good world with all of its problems, 
that they will be able to go there and see the wonders 
that we saw—the Great Wall, and see those people, de- 
spite the differences in government. We did that. That 
is a good thing. 

We want to try to continue that kind of thing for the 
United States and for the world. 

Looking out across the Atlantic we saw the Soviet 
Union and here again we had very great differences be- 
tween the United States and the Soviet Union as far as 
philosophy is concerned. But now we have started the lim- 
itation of arms. We have started cooperation in so many 
fields. We are finding that the Russian people, as we have 
always known, are a great people, and we have started 
that communication between the Russian people and the 
American people that is needed, while recognizing still 
that there is no time for complacency; while recognizing 
that the United States, as the guardian of freedom in the 
world and as the guardian of peace in the world, must 
always negotiate any reduction of arms and please don’t 
ever send a President to the negotiating table as the head 
of the second strongest nation in the world. Don’t do that. 

That brings me to a point that I would like to particu- 
larly make in San Diego. I covered this in part at the 
Legion. I emphasize it here. 

The Soviet Union is a great land power. They have an 
armed force, as far as the numbers in their Army is con- 
cerned, much larger than ours, because they need it as a 
land power. We are a great sea power. We have the largest 
Navy in the world, and we need it as a great nation. The 
United States cannot have a viable foreign policy —Dave 
Packard, I think, will agree with this as a former Under 
Secretary of Defense—we cannot have a _iable foreign 
policy unless the United States, without qucstion, not only 
now but in the future, continues to have the strongest 
Navy in the world, because we have two great coasts. We 
have the Atlantic, we have the Pacific. And there is the 
Mediterranean. We need that Navy. 


Now we do have, I can assure you, my fellow Califor- 
nians, my fellow Americans, the strongest Navy in the 
world. We must keep it that way, and that is why even 
though we would like to cut our expenses in any area so 
we could put more into other problems—education, 
health, the rest—let me say the most important thing to 
remember is that you can have the best health program 
and the best school system and the best welfare system in 
the world, and it isn’t going to mean anything unless you 
are around to enjoy it. So let’s be sure we have enough to 
strengthen the United States and to maintain it. 

And that is why—and this is the only political note I 
will make in these remarks—we will have to do everything 
we can to see to it that those who would cut the strength 
of the United States Navy by reducing our carriers, for 
example, from 16 to 6, those who would do that would 
inevitably make the United States Navy the second strong- 
est Navy because the Soviet Union is on a navy-building 
program, which we are all aware of, which will make it 
first. 

So, therefore, looking to the years ahead, if we really 
want peace, let me say, here are the ingredients: First we 
must negotiate with those who might be our adversaries— 
the People’s Republic of China, the Soviet Union—so that 
we can negotiate differences rather than fight about them. 

But second, in order to be able to negotiate, the United 
States must be strong, we must be respected in the world, 
we must never reduce our strength unless they do, too, and 
that means let’s don’t go to the negotiating table unless, in 
the areas where we are supposed to be strong, we are strong 
enough, and the Navy is indispensable. 

San Diego. Whenever we hear that, it is the Navy’s 
town. It is a great city, and as San Diegans, let me say, I 
pledge to you, we are going to keep our naval strength and 
we are going to stop those, however well intentioned they 
may be, who would cut the strength of the Navy and make 
it the second strongest in the world. We are going to be 
Number | in our Navy so that America can continue to be 
a peaceful nation. 

I have delayed you too long. I know you have been here 
a long time. I just close with this final note: I have 
traveled a great deal, of course, since going to Washing- 
ton as a Congressman 25 years ago. I have been to 80 
countries and it has been a wonderful experience. But 
the best part of going away is coming home. To come 
home, to see you, all of you who have worked with us 
over the years, and to see all of you younger people who 
will be working with us and with other candidates of 
your choice in the future, gives us certainly a very great 
feeling of pride in being Californians and adopted San 
Diegans. 

We thank you very much for this welcome. We are 
going on now to a campaign over the next 2 months 
which will be long, which will be hard. It will be very 

vigorous. We go into it with no complacency, but we g° 
into it with confidence. We go into it with confidence be- 
cause we are going after all the American people. We 
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are not going to concede anybody to the other side, and 
particularly we are not going to concede America’s young 
people to the other side because they are part of our new 
majority. 

You know, I have a real treat here. I didn’t realize 
when I saw Art Linkletter here that he hadn’t just arrived 
when we did, because he had been there in Miami Beach 
doing a wonderful job of emceeing, and to have Art Link- 
letter here and not to have him on this program—Art, 
won’t you say something? 

Incidentally, don’t you ever believe, when you look at 
him, that you look at this young fellow. He is as old as 
I am. 

Art LINKLETTER. You know, I always get these lovely 
spots right after the President talks. When I was in Wash- 
ington a few weeks ago, they introduced me right after 
Billy Graham prayed, and I had to do that. But actually, 
I was in Miami to do the opening gala there, and I 
was so excited about being there that my opening re- 
marks were: “Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. Wel- 
come to San Diego.” Then I realized we had moved. But 
it was a wonderful evening and it was a great breakfast 
the next morning. 

You know, I had dinner with your wife Sunday night, 
and breakfast with your wife Monday morning, and I 
hope that both you and Lois will be understanding. It 
was a marvelous convention. I flew down to introduce 
Ronnie Reagan, who was going to introduce the Presi- 
dent, and all of a sudden here you were. You didn’t need 
any introduction. They knew who you were. Isn’t this 
remarkable? But we have been friends for 30 years. This 
is no new alliance for me. Breakfast Club and programs 
back when the President was running for Congress, and 
I have seen his family grow up, and the finest, not just the 
First Family, the best American family, and they will be 
there another 4 years. 

Tue Present. Incidentally, when Art talks about all 
that business of breakfast and dinner with Pat, I just 
want to keep the record straight. He has also slept in 
the White House. He slept in the Queen’s Room. When 
Pat’s room is being painted or anything, she sleeps there, 
so we can say that Art Linkletter has slept in Pat’s bed. 
(Laughter) 

Art LINKLETTER. Well, you have my vote. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:04 p.m., P.d.t. As printed above, 
this item follows the text of the White House press release. 


San Clemente, California 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at the Western 
White House. August 24, 1972 


We want to express our very great appreciation to all 
of you for this very wonderful welcome. When we were 
flying in here on the helicopter I was told, after we had 


had a crowd of about 15,000 down at San Diego, that a 
few friends were going to visit us here at San Clemente. 
I am glad we have so many friends right at home. We 
thank you very much for coming. 

You have seen Pat, my wife, and here is Tricia, born 
in Whittier, and Ed Cox. 

I know that the hour is late. I know, too, as I saw all 
those cars parked, how hard it was for you to get here and 
how long you have been here. I want to say to everybody 
here that, as you know, I have done a lot of traveling over 
the past few years. I was just thinking of today. I started 
this morning in Miami at the Homestead Air Force Base 
where I saw about 500 GIs from Fort Bragg and shook 
hands with a lot of them before they went back to duty 
up there. 

Then we flew to Chicago where we had a great crowd 
at the American Legion, 5,000 at McCormick Place. 
Then we flew to Detroit. Then by helicopter to a city 
about the size of Whittier where I dedicated a high 
school, the Dwight David Eisenhower School. We had an 
opportunity to see 2,500 inside and 10,000 outside. Then 
on to San Diego where we had a marvelous crowd at the 
airport. Then home again. 

All of these places are wonderful places. I know that 
I can’t select one from the other, but to come back here 
and find the Mayor of Whittier, the Mayor of Yorba 
Linda, the Mayor of Fullerton, and the Mayor of San 
Clemente and all of our friends from this area means the 
most of all. We thank you for that, too. 

I want you to know that each brings back a memory: 
Yorba Linda, the town where I was born. I was there 
until I finished the fifth grade. Then we moved over to 
Whittier and I went to the East Whittier Grammar 
School from the fifth to the eighth grade. It was the one, 
you remember, in the Long Beach earthquake that was 
knocked down and they had to rebuild it. It is still a 
fine school. Then I went to Fullerton High School my 
first 2 years. That is when I met Arky Vaughn whom 
I put on my all-star team for baseball. He was a great 
football player in Fullerton in those days and became a 
star for the Pittsburgh Pirates. Then I went to Whittier 
High School and College, after that to law school at Duke 
and back to Whittier where Pat and I met. We were mar- 
ried and Tricia was born. Then came the war, and in 
1947, back to Congress. 

Since then in those past 25 years we have been all 
across this country to every one of the 50 States. We have 
been to 80 countries around the world. We have been to 
countries that no President of the United States has ever 
seen or visited before. We have been to the People’s 
Republic of China, Peking, of course, as you know. We 
were in Moscow, the first President ever to go to Moscow. 
We were in Romania, Bucharest, the first President ever 
to visit there. We were also in Warsaw in Poland, the 
first President to go there. 

These travels were extremely interesting. They, of 
course, had one very great purpose. What they really 
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were about, they were about all of you, and particularly 
this younger generation. I don’t mean that we in the 
older generation don’t matter, too, because all of us 
vote and all of us care, but what we are trying to build— 
and I saw the sign as we came in here, “House of Peace” 
that is the name of our house, Casa Pacifica—what we 
are trying to build in the world today is a world of peace. 
That is not easy because there are many differences in 
the world between governments. 

The Communist governments see the world very dif- 
ferently from us and they always will as long as they 
are Communists and as long as we are free. 

But at a time when we have nuclear weapons in the 
world we just have to find a way where there can be 
differences between Governments without having people 
have to fight wars about them because if the great powers 
engage in a war there won’t be any more wars because 
that is going to be the last one. There are not going to 
be people to fight a war. 

Now, to talk in such melodramatic terms, of course, 
points up the issue. Let me put it in a more hopeful note. 

As we have gone to these countries, I have had very, 
very hard negotiating sessions with the Russians, of 
course, on the limitation of nuclear arms and on more 
positive things: exchange in the field of science and co- 
operation in the field of health, in space, and other things. 
The same is true with regard to a historic visit to the 
People’s Republic of China. 

But the reason that I could take this trip as the Presi- 
dent of the United States was that the United States was 
respected, respected for what it stood for and respected 
because it was strong. Now, as long as the world does have 
in it, as it does now and as it will for the foreseeable 
future, governments that do disagree, as we disagree, and 
many others in the free world, with the Communist gov- 
ernments, it is essential that the United States, as the only 
nation in the free world with the power to keep the peace, 
that the United States be strong. 

The only way that you can negotiate is to be sure that 
the President of the United States is respected and that 
he does not represent a country that is weaker than 
whoever is on the other side of that negotiating table. 

Let me just say one thing: I have great respect for the 
Chinese people. I have great respect for the Russian peo- 
ple. I have respect for their leaders. I don’t agree with 
their leaders and they don’t agree with me, but I don’t 
want to have the President of the United States, who- 
ever he is, to sit down across the table from the leaders of 
those countries representing the second strongest nation 
in the world. 

So, you see, that is why I told the American Legion, 
and that is why I told those young GI’s from Fort Bragg 
that I was proud of them. I think we have had enough of 
running down our men who have served their country, 
rather than deserting it and running off to Canada. I 
think we ought to stand up for those who served it. 


I can tell you we are going to do everything we can in 
the cause of peace. We have traveled hundreds of thou- 
sands of miles, and we will travel more, in the cause of 
peace. We have already made this a safer world. It 
means these young people right here about the age I was 
when I finished the fifth grade in Yorba Linda. I want 
them to be able to go to the mainland of China, as I 
did. That could not have happened when I was a child, 
but you are going to do it. 

The world is going to be more open. You are going 
to know more wonderful people all over the world. That 
is one of the things we have been able to do. 

I have heard a lot of you say “Four More Years.” | 
simply want to tell you why. Why do we want 4 more 
years? So we can continue to make this breakthrough for 
peace. I think I have learned how to negotiate. I think 
I know what we want and what they want. I think I 
know what steps can be taken. I know that we have to 
be strong, and yet I know that we have to negotiate. 

With that experience, I want to have the chance to 
continue the work that we have done so that the world 
can be safer, so that we can reduce the burden of arms, 
so that we can have a real peace in the world that will 
last longer than a generation. 

This is what the goal is all about: so that we can have 
here in America an America in which we have had jobs 
without inflation, without war; in which we can have an 
attack on all the problems of the environment and health 
and education that we want to work on; make this a 
better country, a freer country, and one primarily of 
opportunities. 

That allows me to conclude with a little personal note. 
We have many wonderful people who come to the White 
House to entertain— incidentally, before I mention them, 
let’s give a hand to those wonderful bands that have en- 
tertained us tonight. Haven’t they been great? We had 
one group, it was a black group, a singing and dancing 
group that came from Los Angeles. They made a big hit. 
After the entertainment, which was in the famous East 
Room in the White House, I walked up to the stage and 
I shook hands with the leader of the band. I said, ““Thank 
you very much. We are honored to have you in the White 
House.”’ He got up to the microphone and said he and his 
group were honored to play in the White House. 

Then he went on to say, “You know, I never thought 
it would happen.” He said, “It’s a long way from Watts 
to the White House.” You know, he was right. But then 
I got up and I said, “You know you are right. It is a 
long way from Watts to the White House, but it is also a 
long way from Whittier to the White House.” 

I just want to say, let’s build a country in which our 
young people can grow up in peace. Let’s build a country 
in which any young person, a boy or a girl, if he is an 
American, an American citizen, whatever his background, 
has a chance to go to the top. That is what America is all 
about. The American dream can never come true unless it 
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has a possibility to come true in the lives of anyone who is 
an American citizen. That is what we believe in. That is 
what we want you to vote for. That is what that “Four 
More Years’ is all about. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 7:17 p.m., P.d.t., at the Western 
White House, San Clemente, Calif. As printed above, this item 
follows the text of the White House press release. 


Combined Federal Campaign 


The President’s Memorandum for the Heads of 
Executive Departments and Agencies. Dated 
August 22,1972. Released August 25, 1972 


I am very pleased to announce that Honorable James 
D. Hodgson, Secretary of Labor, has agreed to serve as 
Chairman of the Combined Federal Campaign for the 
National Capital Area this fall. 

This campaign, to begin in the fall, will combine into 
one single drive the campaigns of the United Givers Fund, 
the American Red Cross, the National Health Agencies, 
and the International Service Agencies. In this one drive 
we will be seeking to do our share to meet the needs of 
more than 150 local, national, and international health, 
welfare, and social service agencies. 

Because these organizations perform a vital function 
in our society, they need our support. Each of us wants to 
do as much as possible to help a neighbor or a friend who 
has a special need. While alone we can do little, together 
we can do much. 

The Combined Federal Campaign offers us this op- 
portunity to work together to help persons in our commu- 
nity, in our nation and in overseas lands. We can help by 
making only this one gift—by wholly voluntary payroll 
deduction if preferred—and by making it only this one 
time in the year. I am sure that Secretary Hodgson will 
have your wholehearted support and the support of those 
who work in your departments and agencies. And I am 
certain you will commend the good purposes of their cam- 
paign and its payroll deduction feature to Federal em- 
ployees and military personnel in your organization. 

I request that you serve personally as Chairman of the 
combined campaign in your organization and appoint a 
top assistant as your Vice Chairman. Please advise Sec- 
retary Hodgson of the person you designate as your Vice 
Chairman. 

RicHarp Nixon 


NOTE: The text of the memorandum was made available by the 
White House Press Office at San Clemente, Calif. For the Presi- 
dent’s memorandum to Federal employees and military personnel 
concerning the campaign, see the following item. 


Combined Federal Campaign 


The President’s Memorandum to All Federal Employees 
and Military Personnel. Dated August 22, 1972. 
Released August 25, 1972 


This year, Federal personnel in approximately 500 
communities across our nation will have an opportunity 
to participate in a Combined Federal Campaign, which 
combines in one annual on-the-job drive the campaigns of 
the local United Givers Fund, the American Red Cross, 
the National Health Agencies, and the International 
Service Agencies. 

The spirit of voluntarism, of willingness to reach out to 
help another, is an important part of the American way 
of life. This spirit abounds in our people, and Federal 
employees and military personnel have amply demon- 
strated this in the past by their support of voluntary causes. 

While we cannot each personally provide help to all 
those who need it, we can combine together and support 
the voluntary charitable organizations who can provide 
that help on our behalf. In this way we can best carry 
out the spirit of voluntarism. While alone we can do little, 
together we can do much. 

Charitable organizations hold out the helping hand of 
the volunteer in providing services to older people, to 
youths, to those who are ill, and they help all of us through 
programs of medical research as well as provide assistance 
to our friends in overseas lands. These splendid organiza- 
tions need our support. I am sure they will get our sup- 
port. 

I commend to you, therefore, the Combined Federal 
Campaign which permits all of us together by our gifts 
to strengthen the services of the voluntary charitable 
organizations, gifts made easier by the availability of 
payroll deductions. Generosity and concern for others 
have always been the tradition of those who serve in the 
United States Government. I am proud of the Federal 
family and feel confident you will continue this great 
tradition which is the hallmark of the Federal service. 

My best wishes go to each of you during this year’s 
Combined Federal Campaign. 

RicHarp Nixon 


NOTE: The text of the memorandum was made available by the 
White House Press Office at San Clemente, Calif. For the Presi- 
dent’s memorandum to the heads of executive departments and 
agencies concerning the campaign, see the preceding item. 


Disaster Assistance for Minnesota 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and Federal 
Assistance Following Storms and Flooding. 
August 25, 1972 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Minnesota. During the period August 16 to Au- 
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gust 21, severe storms and flooding caused extensive dam- 
age in the City of Duluth and the surrounding counties. 
The President’s action will permit the use of Federal funds 
in relief and recovery efforts. 

In his request for a Presidential declaration, Minnesota 
Governor Wendell R. Anderson advised the President 
that estimates of damage to public and private property 
exceeded $12,700,000. Federal disaster assistance from 
the President’s Disaster Fund will consist primarily of re- 
pair and restoration of public facilities. The Small Busi- 
ness Administration and the Farmers Home Administra- 
tion anticipate making long-term, low-interest rate disaster 
loans available under the recently enacted Disaster Re- 
covery Act of 1972, Public Law 92-385. 

The President last declared a major disaster for 
Minnesota on August 1, 1972, enabling the use of Fed- 
eral funds for relief and recovery measures in the wake of 
severe storms and flooding in 13 counties of the State. 

Federal relief activities in Minnesota are being co- 
ordinated by the President’s Office of Emergency Pre- 
paredness. Disaster specialists from OEP’s Region 5 office 
in Chicago, IIl., have been in the area working under Rob- 
ert E. Connor, Regional Director. Mr. Connor has been 
designated as the Federal coordinating officer to work with 
the State in providing Federal disaster assistance under 
Public Law 91-606. 


Nore: The announcement was released at San Clemente, Calif. 


Railway Labor-Management Dispute 


Announcement of Appointment of Members of the 
Emergency Board in the Long Island Railroad 
Dispute. August 26, 1972 


The President today appointed the members of the 
Emergency Board in the Long Island Railroad labor- 
management dispute. They are: 

Matrtuew A. Ke.tey, Chairman 


C. Rosert RoapLey 
James M. Harkiess 


Mr. Kelley is an economic consultant and labor rela- 
tions advisor from Burlington, Vt. He has been an 
arbitrator since 1940, with specific experience in the 
transportation industry. He is a member of the National 
Academy of Arbitrators and has taught for many years 
in the industrial relations and collective bargaining field 
at the university level. He is 59. 

Mr. Roadley is an arbitrator and labor relations con- 
sultant from Falls Church, Va. He served with the Na- 
tional Mediation Board for over 20 years. Mr. Roadley 
has experience also with the Federal Mediation and Con- 
ciliation Service and as a labor economist with the U.S. 


Department of Labor. He is 55 and a graduate of George 
Washington University with a labor economics degree. 

Mr. Harkless is an arbitrator and has served as an at- 
torney with the National Labor Relations Board. He has 
held other government posts related to labor-management 
relations and holds degrees from Harvard and Harvard 
Law School. He is 41 and lives in Washington. 

The President signed an Executive order creating 
Emergency Board No. 182 after all other procedures under 
the Railway Labor Act had been exhausted and 12 unions 
representing some 5,000 non-operating employees of the 
Long Island Railroad were free to strike. 

The order prohibits the strike from proceeding, and 
allows 30 days for the Board to hold hearings and make 
recommendations for settlement to the President. Follow- 
ing the Board’s report to the President, the parties to the 
dispute have 30 more days during which they should seek 
a settlement with the aid of the Board’s recommendations 
and possible further mediation. 

The issues at dispute are wages, fringe benefits, and 
other conditions of employment. The 12 unions involved 
in the dispute are: 

Brotherhood Railway Carmen 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters 

American Railway Supervisors Association (Lodge 851 ) 

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 

International Brotherhood of Boilermakers and Blacksmiths 

International Brotherhood of Firemen and Oilers 

Brotherhood of Railway, Airline and Steamship Clerks 

TC Division of Brotherhood of Railway, Airline and Steamship 
Clerks 

American Railway Supervisors Association (Lodge 851—A) 

International Association of Machinists 


Sheet Metal Workers International Association 
American Railway Supervisors Association (Lodge 857) 


NOTE: The announcement was released at San Clemente, Calif. 


Women’s Rights Day 


Proclamation 4147. August 26, 1972 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Fifty-two years ago the Secretary of State issued a 
proclamation declaring the addition of the Nineteenth 
Amendment to our Constitution. That act marked the 
culmination of a long struggle by the women of this 
country to achieve the basic right to participate in our 
electoral process. 
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As significant as the ratification of the Nineteenth 
Amendment was, it was not cause for ending women’s 
efforts to achieve their full rights in our society. Rather, 
jt brought an increased awareness of other rights not yet 
realized. 

In recent years there have been great strides in extend- 
ing the protection of the law to the rights of women, and 
in promoting equal opportunities for women. Today more 
women than ever before serve in policy-making positions 
in the executive branch of our Government. Throughout 
the Nation, in State and local government and in the 
private sphere women are playing a more active role. 

Although every woman may not desire a career outside 
the home, every woman should have the freedom to pur- 
sue whatever career she wishes. Although women today 
have a greater opportunity to do that, we still must do 
more to ensure women every opportunity to make the 
fullest contribution to our progress as a Nation. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nixon, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate Satur- 
day, August 26, 1972, as Women’s Rights Day and call 
upon all our citizens and particularly those organizations 
concerned with the protection of human rights to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness WuHer or, I have hereunto set my hand 
this 26th day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-two and of the Independence of the 


United States of America the one hundred ninety-seventh. 


RIcHARD NIxon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:55 p.m, 
August 28, 1972] 


NoTE: The proclamation was released at San Clemente, Calif. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations sub- 
mitted to the Senate, below. 

August 19 


Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs, met with the President at Camp 
David to report on his trip to Paris, Saigon, and Tokyo. 
August 21 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate three persons to be members of the Board of Regents 
of the National Library of Medicine, Public Health Serv- 
ice, for terms of 4 years beginning August 3, 1972. They 
are: Dr. William N. Hubbard, Jr., of Kalamazoo, Mich.; 
Dr. Eddie G. Smith, Jr., of the District of Columbia; and 
Dr. Ethel Weinberg, of Merion Station, Pa. 

The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Hernan H. Pesquera, of Santurce, P.R., to be a 
United States District Judge for the District of Puerto 
Rico. 

The President went by helicopter from Camp David, 
Md., to Gettysburg, Pa., to visit Mrs. Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower. 

August 23 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Donald D. Forsht, of Miami, Fla., to be United 
States Marshal for the Southern District of Florida for a 
term of 4 years. 


August 25 


The President has accepted with especially deep regret 


and profound respect the resignation of Kenneth Keating 
as the United States Ambassador to India. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


Listed below are releases of the Office of 
the White House Press Secretary during the 
period covered by this issue which have not 
been included in the issue. 


Released August 23, 1972 

Advance text: 1972 Republican National Con- 
vention, President’s acceptance speech 

Released August 24, 1972 

Advance text: Remarks to the American Le- 
gion’s 54th Annual National Convention 


Released August 26, 1972 
Fact sheet: on employment of women in the 
Federal Government 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress having adjourned from 
Friday, August 18, until Tuesday, September 
5, no nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved August 17, 1972 


i 4. asa Public Law 92-388 
An Act to provide for the establishment of 
the Puukohola Heiau National Historic 
Site, in the State of Hawaii, and for other 


Public Law 92-389 
An Act to amend section 6(b) of the Re- 
vised Organic Act of the Virgin Islands re- 
lating to qualifications necessary for elec- 
tion as a member of the legislature. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved August 18, 1972 


Fg YO See Public Law 92-390 
Joint Resolution making further continu- 
ing appropriations for the fiscal year 1973, 
and for other purposes. 


Approved August 19, 1972 


Public Law 92-392 
An Act to provide an equitable system for 
fixing and adjusting the rates of pay for 
prevailing rate employees of the Govern- 
ment, and for other purposes. 

Public Law 92-391 
Joint Resolution to suspend until March 1, 
1973, the effectiveness of certain amend- 
ments made by the Education Amendments 
of 1972 to the Guaranteed Student Loan 
Program. 


Approved August 20, 1972 


TI GE ccccnedsncnnsne Public Law 92-111 
An Act for the relief of the estate of Charles 
Zonars, deceased. 

Private Law 92-112 
An Act for the relief of Vincent J. Sindone. 

i ee Public Law 92-396 
An Act to amend the Water Resources Plan- 
ning Act to authorize increased appropria- 
tions. 

Eds We Rencccncnnsdces Public Law 92-393 
An Act making certain disaster relief sup- 
plemental appropriations for the fiscal year 
1973, and for other purposes. 

Public Law 92-395 
An Act to designate the Scapegoat Wilder- 
ness, Helena, Lolo, and Lewis and Clark 
National Forests, in the State of Montans 

. Public Law 92-394 
An Act to further amend the United States 

Information and Educational Exchange Act 

of 1948. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved August 22, 1972 


BERR Ei cristae Private Law 92-113 
An Act for the relief of the Howrey Lumber 
Company. 

2 ee ener eres Public Law 92-401 
An Act to amend the Natural Gas Pipeline 
Safety Act of 1968, and for other purposes. 

a kn ccntqandede Public Law 92-400 
An Act to establish the Sawtooth National 
Recreation Area in the State of Idaho, to 
temporarily withdraw certain national for- 
est land in the State of Idaho from the op- 
eration of the United States mining laws, 
and for other purposes. 


Private Law 92-114 
An Act for the relief of Lester L. Stiteler. 


TER. MG. 533 asses ee Public Law 92-402 
An Act to authorize appropriations for the 
fiscal year 1973 for certain maritime pro- 
grams of the Department of Commerce, and 
for related purposes. 


Public Law 92-398 
Department of Transportation and Related 


Agencies Appropriation Act, 1973. 


TPs Bsn oo ce dtiies Public Law 92-399 
An Act making appropriations for Agricul- 
ture-Environmental and Consumer Protec- 
tion programs for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1973, and for other purposes. 

Git et eee Private Law 92-115 
An Act for the relief of Albina Lucio Z. 
Manlucu. 


SO ae Private Law 92-116 
An Act for the relief of Rita Rosella Valler- 
iani. 


b Public Law 92-397 
An Act to amend title 28, United States 
Code, relating to annuities of widows of 
Supreme Court Justices. 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


President Nixon was in California at the cutoff time of 
this issue. Releases issued there but not received in time 
for inclusion in this issue will be printed next week. 
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